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‘Rendition: We have reached a fork in the road’ Tyrie
Andrew Tyrie, Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition has written to the Foreign Secretary, Margaret Beckett.
Mr Tyrie said:

‘The Government repudiate torture, but they are not able to condemn rendition.  I am asking them to condemn rendition just as they have condemned Guantanamo Bay. 
Alternatively, if the government believes that Britain’s safety can be enhanced by the practice of Extraordinary Rendition, they should legalize it.  I don’t think the British people would accept that. I can’t either. 
But the Government cannot carry on like this, refusing to repudiate rendition or justify it, as the US administration does.  They have reached a fork in the road.
I believe that torture is always repugnant.  The practice of Extraordinary Rendition is wholly unacceptable and it should end.

Furthermore, rendition makes Britain and the West less secure. This is first because rendition and torture corrode the West’s strongest tool in suppressing terrorism: the sense that we stand for a better set of values than those who are attacking us and those who may be misled into offering terrorists a measure of support.  
Secondly, it undermines international law, respect for which the West has a strong interest in buttressing. 

Thirdly, it alienates those groups, particularly the moderate Muslims, on whose support we most depend, particularly for information. 

Those who feel at greatest risk of finding themselves at the wrong end of such practices are watching these issues carefully.  They can see that we undermine the very values that we are seeking to promote. The apparent alienation evident in opinion polls
 is probably related to it. 

It is now common ground between politicians, police, the security services and the army, that heavy handed tactics in Northern Ireland in the early seventies tended to inflame extremism and serve to recruit terrorists more than it deterred it. A similar problem applies to the suppression of extremist Muslim fundamentalist terrorism.
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Mr Tyrie can be reached on 0207 219 6371 or by email at marsha@parliament.uk . The Specialist Adviser to the APPG is Mark Pallis.  He can be reached on 07891 205 962 or markpallis@yahoo.co.uk . 

The APPG’s website is www.extraordinaryrendition.org 

The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

King Charles Street

London

SW1A 2AH

2nd November 2006

I am grateful for your reply to my letter of the 7th August, which I received yesterday. 

There are a number of matters on which I would appreciate clarification.

In response to my question on the use of information which may have been derived from torture, you say ‘where there is reliable intelligence bearing on such threats [to British citizens’ lives], it would be irresponsible to reject it out of hand.’ President Bush recently stated that by using ‘an alternative set of procedures’ for interrogation on a terror suspect held in secret detention outside the US, the US had been able to provide the UK with intelligence which may have averted a terrorist attack on Canary Wharf or Heathrow. 

Given that the use of such procedures would, in all likelihood, not be permitted under UK law (see further the legal opinion commissioned by the APPG from Professor James Crawford a copy of which I enclose), and given that the UK does not have a policy of secret, and indefinite detention without trial, I would like a firm assurance that the Government is not tacitly encouraging the US to collect information in this way. Furthermore, what explanation can you give for not making it clear to the US that the UK deplores this method of intelligence gathering?

The Government have formed a judgment, albeit after three years, that Guantanamo is ineffective in terms of counter terrorism and should be closed.  Why have you not yet formed a similar view about rendition and secret detention? 

I am putting this letter in the public domain. 
ANDREW TYRIE
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,22989-2254764,00.html" ��http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,22989-2254764,00.html� 





