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News release: Immediate, Wednesday 15 July 2009
 
Detainees captured by British Forces and rendered from Iraq to Afghanistan by the US were held at the notorious Bagram detention facility, the Defence Secretary has confirmed to the APPG.

He also stated that British officials were aware both prior to the renditions, of the US’ intention to render the two individuals, and after the renditions, that the two individuals had been rendered to Afghanistan.  Ministers provided inaccurate and misleading answers to Parliamentary questions on the treatment of detainees captured by UK Forces and passed to the US, for a period of almost five years.
 

Andrew Tyrie MP said: “The Defence Secretary’s confirmation that the two detainees handed over to the US by UK Forces, and rendered to Afghanistan, were held at Bagram Air Base raises deep concerns about their possible mistreatment.”

“Coming so soon after new reports of abuse at Bagram and in the wake of inaccurate US assurances on rendition, further promises on this issue are inadequate.  The Foreign Affairs Committee has concluded that US assurances that it does not use torture cannot be relied upon.  It is high time that Britain took responsibility for its obligations and investigated the treatment of these detainees for itself.”
“In March 2004 UK officials knew that the US was planning the renditions.  In June 2004 they knew that the renditions had been carried out.  Yet in September 2004, I was told that everyone captured by the UK and transferred to US forces remained in Iraq.  Ministers continued to provide similarly inaccurate information on this issue to Parliament until the Defence Secretary’s Statement earlier this year.  This is not good enough.”
“We need to bring closure to this issue, and that means disclosure.  The Government refuses properly to investigate credible allegations about further British involvement in extraordinary rendition.  Only a judge-led inquiry can give the public confidence that we have got to the truth on British involvement in rendition, learned our lessons and toughened up UK law and procedures to prevent involvement in such renditions in the future.”
Ends.

 

Notes to Editors: 
 
The first PQ on this was asked on 9 September 2004, the answer to which is now known to be untrue:
Mr Tyrie: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what the locations are of the detainees captured by British forces in (a) Iraq and (b) Afghanistan and handed to the US.


Mr Ingram: All persons apprehended by United Kingdom Forces in Iraq and transferred to United States forces, who are still in custody, remain in Iraq.


The UK has not handed over to the US any persons apprehended in Afghanistan.

On 26 February 2009 the Defence Secretary was forced to confirm that, contrary to this Parliamentary Answer and many others, two detainees captured by UK Forces in Iraq and transferred to US detention had been rendered from Iraq to Afghanistan.  The full Statement can be found here: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090226/debtext/90226-0008.htm#09022651000004. 
This most recent Answer in July 2009 gave further information on the location of the two detainees and the knowledge of British officials about their rendition:

Afghanistan: Detainees

Mr. Tyrie: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence pursuant to the statement of 26 February 2009, Official Report, columns 394-97W, on Records of detention (review conclusions), what the names of each of the two individuals transferred from Iraq to Afghanistan in 2004 are; at what US detention facilities they (a) have been and (b) are being held; what steps the Government has taken to verify US assurances on the treatment of the two individuals; whether the UK has the power to demand (i) access to and (ii) the return of the two individuals; on what date officials were first made aware of (A) the intention to transfer the two individuals and (B) the transfer itself; what international law applies to people held on behalf of other coalition forces; and if he will make a statement. [283335]

Mr. Bob Ainsworth [holding answer 30 June 2009]: It is not the practice of this Department to release personal information, such as the names of these two individuals. The individuals were initially held at a US detention facility in Baghdad before they were transferred to US detention facilities at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. As my predecessor made clear in his statement, when this information came to light officials immediately engaged with their US counterparts and were assured that the individuals are held in a humane, safe and secure environment that meets international standards that are consistent with applicable cultural and religious norms. I am satisfied that these assurances are reliable; although there is no formal legal power for the UK to demand access to the individuals, close relationships with the US satisfy me that this is not required. After 31 December 2008 the UK has no power of detention in Iraq so demanding the return of these two individuals would not be practical nor possible.

The review examined the available historical records, which suggest that British officials became aware of an intention to transfer in March 2004, although this was some days after the initial capture had occurred. British officials had learned by mid-June 2004 that the individuals had been transferred to Afghanistan.

What particular international law provisions apply will depend on the operational theatre and the circumstances; I am not in a position to make general statements on what legal provisions may apply as each operational theatre is different.

Andrew Tyrie is Conservative MP for Chichester and Chairman and founder of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition.  Mr Tyrie can be contacted on 0207 219 6371.  His office email is bennetter@parliament.uk.  The website of the All Party Group is www.extraordinaryrendition.org.
