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Re: Extraordinary Rendition

I am writing in my role as Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on
Extraordinary Rendition, following the Foreign Secretary's Terrorist Suspects
(Renditions) Statement on 21 February 20081. I welcome the review of
rendition flights through Scottish airports that the Scottish Executive has
announced. I await Cabinet Secretary for Justice Kenny MacAskill' s
conclusion with interest. As you know, there is much circumstantial evidence
that Scottish airports and airspace may have been used in the US rendition
programme.
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Alleged Involvement of Scottish Tet:ritory and Airspace

There have been repeated allegations that the US has used Scottish airspace and
airports in its rendition programme. These allegations are based on the reports
ofUK Parliamentary Committees2, international organisations3, and NGOs4.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe described a global
'spiders web' of rendition flights in which Prestwick airport acted as a
"stopover point" used to refuels. In the course of the Council of Europe's

I htto://www.oublications.oarliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrdlcm08022 l/debtext/8022 1-
0008.htm#08022 198000007
2The Foreign Affairs Committee and the Intelligence and Security Committee
3 Including the Council of Europe and the European Parliament
4 htto://archive.amnestv.orl!!librarv/lndexlENGEUR4S0S9200S?ooen&of=ENG-2EU;
htto:/Iwww.renrieve.orl!.ukldocumenl.!l230807REPORTONSCOTIISHINVOL VEMENT.odf
5 Council of Europe Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, Allel!ed secret detentions and unlawful inter-
state transfers of detainees involvinl! Council of Eurooe member states: Draft Report - Part 11.para 43,
htto://assembly.coe. int/CommitteeDocs/2006120060606 Eidoc162006PartlI-FINAL.pdf
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