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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST: 0874-07

Thank you for your letter of 30 October 2007 requesting “a copy of the minutes of the 2007
US/UK Political Military Talks held in Washington on 12 and 13 September 2007”.

I can confirm that we do hold the 2007 minutes that you specifically requested.

However, they are being withheld under Section 26 of the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) as information is exempt information if its disclosure would, or would be likely to,
prejudice (a) the defence of the British Islands or of any colony, or (b) the capability,
effectiveness or security of any relevant forces. Release of the Minutes would do so as it
would prejudice the defence of the British Indian Ocean Territory by exposing plans to
counter possible terrorist attacks.

Information is also being withheld under 27(1) (a) of the Freedom of Information Act.
Information is exempt from disclosure under the Act if its disclosure would, or would be
likely to, prejudice relations between the United Kingdom and any other State. This
exemption requires the application of the public interest test. Factors in favour of release
include that it will increase public knowledge of the issues and inform debate. However, the
effective conduct of the UK’’s international relations depends upon maintaining trust and
confidence with other governments. This relationship of trust allows for the free and frank
exchange of information on the understanding that it will be treated in confidence. In this
instance the US governments may be more reluctant to share information with the UK
Government in future, and may be less likely to respect the confidentiality of information
supplied by the UK Government to them, to the detriment of UK interest. For all these
reasons, we consider that the public interest in withholding the information outweighs the
public interest in disclosing it.






