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I have written to Hansard to ensure there is no confusion arising from my answer to
you on 10 February relating to rendition and extraordinary rendition. My letter to
Hansard is attached.

As you know, neither ‘rendition’ nor ‘extraordinary rendition’ is defined in
international or UK domestic law. However, ‘rendition’ is normally understood to
mean the transfer of a person from one jurisdiction to another, outside formal
processes such as extradition, deportation or removal. There are some circumstances
where this would be lawful. For example, the transfer of an individual to safety, or
where there was no apparent domestic legal framework, or where there was some
other legal requirement to transfer (e.g. a Security Council Resolution).

‘Extraordinary rendition’ is normally understood to mean the transfer of a person
from one jurisdiction to another jurisdiction where there is a real risk of torture. We
will not cooperate in any transfer of an individual where we believe there is such a
risk. We have never taken part in such an operation ourselves or given our approval
for the use of our territory or airspace for such an operation carried out by others.
Our international partners are well aware of this position.

We unreservedly condemn any practice of ‘extraordinary rendition’ to torture. We
have always condemned torture. The UK Government, including the intelligence and

security agencies, never uses torture for any purpose, including obtaining
information. Nor would we instigate action by others to do so.
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