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All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

House of Commons

Press release: Immediate, Thursday 13th December 2007

US policy failure over Guantanamo and rendition exposed, as the Government announces British residents Jamil el-Banna, Abdennour Sameur and Omar Deghayes are to return home from Guantanamo Bay.
Andrew Tyrie MP said: “The US administration’s efforts to reduce the number of detainees at Guantanamo Bay are a reflection of the bankruptcy of the policy that created Guantanamo in the beginning.  Guantanamo Bay is a legal and moral black hole.  I welcome the fact that the three British residents, Jamil el-Banna, Abdennour Sameur and Omar Deghayes, will now live in an environment with due process and the protection of the law.”  
“Many of the people at Guantanamo were kidnapped and taken there outside any due process of law.  This would be disgraceful if committed by any country, but is outrageous in the case of a leading western democracy.  The Intelligence and Security Committee found that in the case of Jamil el-Banna, information provided by the British may well have led to his subsequent kidnap and rendition to Guantanamo.”

“After four years the Government finally got round to admitting Guantanamo Bay was wrong.  A condemnation of the US policy of extraordinary rendition – whereby people have been kidnapped around the world and taken to places where they may be maltreated or tortured – is also long overdue.  It makes combating terrorism more difficult, not less.  It makes us more vulnerable to terrorism, not less.  It is also morally repugnant.”

“The Government must now do all it can to secure the release of British resident Binyam Mohamed, who is likely to face a Military Commission that our own Law Officers have concluded would not provide a fair trial.”

Ends.

Notes to Editors:  
The Intelligence and Security Committee Report into Rendition was published on 25 July 2007.  It considered in detail the renditions of Bisher al-Rawi and Jamil el-Banna to Guantanamo Bay, and found at Conclusion V:

This case shows a lack of regard, on the part of the U.S., for UK concerns.  Despite the Security Service prohibiting any action being taken as a result of its intelligence, the U.S. nonetheless planned to render the men to Guantánamo Bay. They then ignored the subsequent protests of both the Security Service and the Government.  This has serious implications for the working of the relationship between the U.S. and UK intelligence and security agencies.

In Conclusion Y the Report goes on to state:

What the rendition programme has shown is that in what it refers to as “the war on terror” the U.S. will take whatever action it deems necessary, within U.S. law, to protect its national security from those it considers to pose a serious threat.  Although the U.S. may take note of UK protests and concerns, this does not appear materially to affect its strategy on rendition.
The full report can be found at: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/intelligence/special_reports.aspx
Andrew Tyrie gave evidence to the Committee, which can be found here: http://www.extraordinaryrendition.org/component/option,com_docman/task,cat_view/gid,30/dir,DESC/order,date/limit,5/limitstart,5/ 

The report was undertaken after strenuous lobbying by Mr Tyrie on this issue.
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