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All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

House of Commons

Press release: Immediate, 3 July 2008

The Foreign Secretary’s Statement on Rendition today doesn’t take us far – Andrew Tyrie MP.
“It is very regrettable that despite repeated requests by the APPG, the Foreign Secretary has failed to obtain the necessary assurances that British territory was not used for rendition.  Following the revelations that two rendition flights had refuelled at Diego Garcia, I welcomed the Foreign Secretary’s decision to send a list of flights for checking to the US.  But the Foreign Secretary has not asked the right questions.  He has failed to ask questions about flights through the UK on the way to or from a rendition.”
“Providing assistance to a plane on the way to or from a rendition could constitute complicity in any subsequent torture of the detainee.  Yet despite my requests, the Government persists in refusing to ask questions of the US on this issue.  The Foreign Secretary must now ask the US, as a matter of urgency, whether any of the flights on the list that I provided to him, compiled as result of extensive work by others, were on the way to or from a rendition.”

“Any involvement in extraordinary rendition, that is, the process whereby people have been kidnapped around the world and taken to places where they may be maltreated or tortured, would be extremely serious.”

Ends.

Notes to editors:
The Foreign Secretary today made a Written Statement on Terrorist Suspects (Renditions) in which he confirmed that a list of alleged rendition flights had been compiled and sent to the US on 15 May 2008: “The United States Government confirmed that, with the exception of two cases related to Diego Garcia in 2002, there have been no other instances in which US intelligence flights landed in the United Kingdom, our Overseas Territories, or the Crown Dependencies, with a detainee on board since 11 September 2001”.
On 21 February 2008 the Foreign Secretary confirmed that two rendition flights had refuelled on the British island of Diego Garcia.  He committed to send a list of flights to the US for specific assurances that they had not been used for rendition operations.

On 29 February 2008 Andrew Tyrie wrote to the Foreign Secretary, setting out a list of flights for inclusion on the list.  He set out that this list must include flights through UK airspace of planes on the way to or from a rendition (attached).
On 5 June 2008, in a letter to Andrew Tyrie, the Foreign Secretary wrote: “We do not consider that a flight transiting our territory or airspace on its way to or from a possible rendition operation constitutes rendition”.

On 18 March 2008 the Foreign Secretary wrote to the Foreign Affairs Committee about the list of flights to be submitted to the UK:

“The list contains all specific flights where concern has been raised about rendition, but not more general allegations that lack sufficient data to be verified. The flights on the list include instances where concerns have been raised that planes may have been on their way to or from a rendition operation. However, our purpose here is to identify whether rendition (i.e. of an individual) through UK territory or airspace in fact occurred.
In its Third Report of 2006-07, the Foreign Affairs Committee stated: “it is arguable that refuelling an aircraft immediately before or after its use in a rendition amounts to facilitating rendition”. (para 78)
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