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All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

House of Commons

Press release: Immediate, Monday 2 June 2008
Fight for Diego Garcia Information goes on: Information Commissioner to Rule on Release of Extraordinary Rendition Assurances - Tyrie
Andrew Tyrie MP said: “It is in everyone’s interest that the truth on rendition comes to light.  Little by little, it is coming out, most recently in relation to the British island of Diego Garcia.” 
“The Foreign Secretary has been forced to admit that two rendition planes refuelled at Diego Garcia, despite explicit US assurances to the UK Government that no such flights had taken place.  Clearly people will conclude that these assurances are worthless.  It is now crucial to find out what really was contained in them.  But in response to requests by me the Government has twice refused to release the terms of these assurances.”

“The UK’s policy of reliance on US assurances on all aspects of its extraordinary rendition programme makes their wording crucial.  Their disclosure will allow for a legal assessment of whether or not the UK has breached its obligations under the Convention Against Torture, both with respect to Diego Garcia and to rendition generally.  This is therefore in the public interest.”
“More information is needed.  It is important to be confident that UK officials do not find themselves complicit in kidnap and torture.  That is why I have complained to the Information Commissioner about the Government’s refusal to release this information.”
Ends.

Notes to Editors:  
On 11 October 2007 Foreign Office Minister Meg Munn MP stated, in response to a Parliamentary Question from Andrew Tyrie: “The US authorities have repeatedly given us assurances that no detainees, prisoners of war or any other persons in this category are being held on Diego Garcia, or have at any time passed in transit through Diego Garcia or its territorial waters or airspace. This was most recently confirmed during the 2007 US/UK Political Military Talks held in Washington on 11 and 13 September.”
In a reply to the APPG in November 2007, Foreign Office Minister Dr Kim Howells MP said that he “[had] confidence in these assurances”. 

On 30 October 2007 Andrew Tyrie wrote to the Foreign Office, making a request for a copy of the minutes of the 2007 US/UK Political Military Talks held in Washington on 11 and 13 September.
On 26 November 2007 this request was refused by the FCO.

On 17 January 2008 Andrew Tyrie appealed against this decision, and requested that an internal review of the decision not to disclose the minutes be carried out.

On 21 February 2008 the Foreign Secretary confirmed that two planes carrying out rendition operations had refuelled on the British island of Diego Garcia, despite numerous US assurances to the contrary.
On 27 March 2008 the appeal against the decision not to release the minutes was also refused by the FCO.

On 15 May 2008 Andrew Tyrie complained about this decision to the Information Commissioner.
The correspondence in full can be found at www.extraordinaryrendition.org. 
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