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All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

House of Commons

Press release: Immediate, Tuesday 28 July 2009
Andrew Tyrie MP comments on the Legal Action launched on behalf of Mohammed Saad Iqbal Madni, believed to have been one of the two detainees rendered through the British island of Diego Garcia in 2002.
“It is two years since I first started asking questions about Diego Garcia in Parliament.  In their replies the Government assured me that Diego Garcia had not been used in the rendition programme.  They were then forced to make a statement flatly contradicting this.  Even now we are being short-changed on the facts.”

“So I am delighted that Reprieve has been able to deduce from those questions the probable identity of one of the people rendered through Diego Garcia.  I have persistently asked the Government to provide comprehensive information and to investigate possible crimes in relation to these flights.  It has failed to do so.  In response to me the Foreign Office said that ‘despite enquiry, [they] have not been able to establish further details that would be essential for purposes of further investigation’.  The clear implication is that the United States is withholding information about these two flights from the UK Government.”
“The litigation announced today will contribute to the growing amount of information on rendition and British involvement in it.  But the drip-drip of revelations about UK involvement in renditions is hugely damaging.”

“I’ve been calling for a judge-led inquiry for some time.  Lord Carlile, the Government’s own independent reviewer of terrorism legislation, David Cameron and Nick Clegg are all demanding one.  It is now the only way to give the public confidence that we have got to the bottom of all of this, to draw a line under it and to move on.”
Ends.

Notes to Editors:  

The information disclosed to the APPG by the Foreign Office is attached, and available at www.extraordinaryrendition.org.

The Foreign Office has consistently failed initially to investigate credible allegations surrounding the use of Diego Garcia in the US rendition programme, and later to provide further information on these two rendition flights, despite persistent questioning from the APPG on Extraordinary Rendition.
On 21 February 2008 the Foreign Secretary was forced to confirm that contrary to explicit US assurances two rendition flights had refuelled at Diego Garcia in 2002.  It subsequently emerged, as a result of the APPG’s Freedom of Information requests to the Foreign Office, that inaccurate assurances had been provided by the US in relation to Diego Garcia on at least 8 separate occasions.  Yet the UK continues to rely on assurances from the US on Diego Garcia and rendition more generally.  In his statement he provided limited information about the two detainees in question: “One is currently in Guantanamo Bay. The other has been released”.
A later Parliamentary Question by the APPG revealed that the detainee who had been held at Guantanamo Bay has now been released.  It was this information that enabled other organisations to ascertain who had been released between February 2008 and February 2009, examine the flight records, and try to find one of the two individuals rendered through Diego Garcia:  
Mr. Tyrie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether one of the detainees rendered through Diego Garcia is still being held in the Guantanamo Bay detention centre. [253243]

Bill Rammell: [12 February 2009] Both of the individuals rendered through Diego Garcia in 2002 have been returned to their countries of nationality.

On 15 May 2008 the Foreign Secretary submitted a list of flights, including many submitted by the APPG, to the US government for specific assurances that they were not involved in renditions.  However, he failed to ask the US whether any of the flights on the list were going to or from a rendition.
In November 2008 the All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition filed Freedom of Information requests in the United States, with the CIA, FBI and other government agencies, seeking further information on the two rendition flights through Diego Garcia and British involvement in rendition more generally.
Criminal offences may have been committed in the course of the two known rendition flights through Diego Garcia.  Parliamentary Answers to the APPG have revealed that information on these flights has not been passed to the police by the UK Government, although possible criminal wrongdoing has apparently been considered:
Mr. Tyrie: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs pursuant to the answer of 25 November 2008, Official Report, column 1201W, on Diego Garcia: rendition, for what reasons he has not passed this information to the police; whether he has examined the possibility that criminal offences may have been committed in relation to the two rendition flights through Diego Garcia; and if he will make a statement. [246740]

Bill Rammell [26 February 2009]: We have considered the possibility that criminal offences may have been committed in relation to the two rendition flights through Diego Garcia. We have very limited specific information about these flights and, despite enquiry, have not been able to establish further details that would be essential for purposes of further investigation.

The implication is that the US is withholding information about these flights from the UK Government.

Following a submission by the APPG, on 6 July 2008 the Foreign Affairs Committee published its Report on the Overseas Territories: “On Diego Garcia itself, we conclude that it is deplorable that previous US assurances about rendition flights have turned out to be false.  The failure of the United States Administration to tell the truth resulted in the UK Government inadvertently misleading our Select Committee and the House of Commons.  We intend to examine further the extent of UK supervision of US activities on Diego Garcia, including all flights and ships serviced from Diego Garcia.”
The Foreign Affairs Committee is currently examining alleged British involvement in rendition and mistreatment abroad in the course of its Human Rights inquiry, and its report will be published on 9 August 2009.

Unanswered questions on Diego Garcia, highlighted in the APPG’s submission to the Foreign Affairs Committee’s current Human Rights inquiry:

· Who were the detainees rendered through Diego Garcia; where were they held and interrogated; how were they interrogated; where were they transferred to and from? 

· What ‘enquiries’ has the UK Government made to establish further details in relation to the Diego Garcia flights?  Why, despite these enquiries, does the Government have “very limited specific information about these flights”?
· Is the United States withholding information about the two rendition flights through Diego Garcia from the UK Government?

· Were the rendition flights through Diego Garcia a breach of the Exchanges of Notes, or other Agreements, with the US?  If so, what are the implications of such a breach?  If not, are the Agreements in place sufficiently rigorous to prevent rendition flights from happening in the future?
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