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HEADLINE: Suspect's tale of travel and torture: Alleged bomb plotter claims 2 1/2 years of interrogation under US and UK supervision in 'ghost prisons' abroad

BYLINE: Stephen Grey and Ian Cobain

BODY:
 A former London schoolboy accused of being a dedicated al-Qaida terrorist has given the first full account of the interrogation and alleged torture endured by so-called ghost detainees held at secret prisons around the world.

 For 2 1/2 years US authorities moved Benyam Mohammed around a series of prisons in Pakistan, Morocco and Afghanistan, before he was sent to Guantánamo Bay in September last year.

 Mohammed, 26, who grew up in Notting Hill in west London, is alleged to be a key figure in terrorist plots intended to cause far greater loss of life than the suicide bombers of 7/7. One allegation, which he denies, is of planning to detonate a "dirty bomb" in a US city; another is that he and an accomplice planned to collapse a number of apartment blocks by renting ground-floor flats to seal, fill with gas from cooking appliances, and blow up with timed detonators.

 In a statement given to his newly appointed lawyer, Mohammed has given an account of how he was tortured for more than two years after being questioned by US and British officials who he believes were from the FBI and MI6. As well as being beaten and subjected to loud music for long periods, he claims his genitals were sliced with scalpels. 

 He alleges that in Morocco he was shown photos of people he knew from a west London mosque, and was asked about information he was told was supplied by MI5. One interrogator, he says, was a woman who said she was Canadian.

 Drawing on his notes, Mohammed's lawyer has compiled a 28-page diary of his torture. This has been declassi fied by the Pentagon, and extracts are published in the Guardian today.

 Recruits to some groups connected to al-Qaida are thought to be instructed to make allegations of torture after capture, and most of Mohammed's claims cannot be independently verified. But his description of a prison near Rabat closely resembles the Temara torture centre identified in a report by the US-based Human Rights Watch last October.

 Furthermore, this newspaper has obtained flight records showing executive jets operated by the CIA flew in and out of Morocco on July 22 2002 and January 22 2004, the dates he says he was taken to and from the country.

 If true, his account adds weight to concerns that the US authorities are torturing by proxy. It also highlights the dilemma of British authorities when they seek information from detainees overseas who they know, or suspect, are tortured.

 The lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, says: "This is outsourcing of torture, plain and simple. America knows torture is wrong but gets others to do its unconscionable dirty work.

 "It's clear from the evidence that UK officials knew about this rendition to Morocco before it happened. Our government's responsibility must be to actively prevent the torture of our residents."

 Mohammed was born in Ethiopia and came to the UK aged 15 when his father sought asylum. After obtaining five GCSEs and an engineering diploma at the City of Westminster College in Paddington, he decided to stay in Britain when his father returned, and was given indefinite leave to remain. In his late teens he rediscovered Islam, prayed regularly at al- Manaar mosque in Notting Hill, and was a volunteer at its cultural centre. "He is remembered here as a very nice, quiet person, who never caused any trouble," says Abdulkarim Khalil, its director.

 He enjoyed football, and was thought good enough for a semi-professional career. "He was a quiet kid, he seemed deep thinking, although that might have been because his language skills weren't great," says Tyrone Forbes, his trainer.

 In June 2001 Mohammed left his bedsit off Golborne Road, Notting Hill, and travelled to Afghanistan, via Pakistan. He maintains he wanted to see whether it was "a good Islamic country or not". It appears likely that he spent time in a paramilitary training camp.

 He returned to Pakistan sometime after 9/11, and remained at liberty until April 2002 - during which time, US authorities believe, he became involved in the dirty bomb and gas blast plots. His alleged accomplice, a Chicago-born convert to Islam, Jose Padilla, is detained in the US. Mohammed says interrogators repeatedly demanded he give evidence against him.

 Mohammed was arrested in Karachi while trying to fly to Zurich - and thus entered a "ghost prison system" in which an unknown number of detainees are held at unregistered detention centres, and whose imprisonment is not admitted to the International Committee of the Red Cross.

 His brother and sisters, who live in the US, say the FBI told them of his arrest in summer 2002, but they were unable to find out anything else until last February. In recent days the Bush administration is reported to have lobbied to block legislation, supported by some Republican senators, to prohibit the military engaging in "cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment", and hiding prisoners from the Red Cross.

 Mohammed alleges he was held at two prisons in Pakistan over three months, hung from leather straps, beaten, and threatened with a firearm by Pakistanis. In repeated questioning by men he believes were FBI agents, he was told he was to go to an Arab country because "the Pakistanis can't do exactly what we want them to".

 The torture stopped after a visit by two bearded Britons; he believes they were MI6 officers. He says they told him he was to be tortured by Arabs. At one point, he says, they gave him a cup of tea and told him to take plenty of sugar because "where you're going you need a lot of sugar".

 He says he was flown on what he believes was a US aircraft to Morocco, while shackled, blindfolded and wearing earphones. It was, he says, in a jail near Rabat that his real ordeal began. After a fortnight of questioningand intimidation, his captors tortured him with beatings and noise, on and off, for 18 months. He says his torturers used scalpels to make shallow, inch-long incisions on his chest and genitals.

 Throughout, he was accused of being a senior al-Qaida terrorist and accomplice of Padilla. He denies these allegations, though he says that while tortured he would say whatever he thought his captors wanted. He signed a statement about the dirty bomb plot. At one point, he says, interrogators told him his GCSE grades, and asked about named staff at the housing association that owns his bedsit and about a man who taught him kickboxing in Notting Hill.

 After 18 months, he says, he was flown to Afghanistan, escorted by masked US soldiers who were visibly shocked by his condition and took photos of his wounds.

 During five months in a darkened cell in Kabul, he says he was kept chained, subjected to loud music, and questioned by Americans. Only after he was moved to Bagram air base was he shown to the Red Cross. Four months later he was flown to Guantánamo.

 Mr Stafford Smith was first allowed to see him two months ago. He said there were marks of his injuries, and he is pressing the US to release the photos taken in Morocco and Afghanistan.

 Asked about the allegations, the Foreign Office said the UK "unreservedly condemns the use of torture". After consulting with the Home Office, MI5, and MI6, a spokesman said: "The British government, including the security and intelligence services, never uses torture for any purpose. Nor would HMG instigate or condone the use of torture by third parties.

 "Specific instructions are issued to all personnel of the UK security and intelligence services who are deployed to interview detainees, which include guidance on what to do if they considered that treatment in any way inappropriate."

 The FBI, the US justice department, the Moroccan interior ministry and the Moroccan embassy in London did not return calls. The CIA declined to comment.

 Benyam Mohhammed, below, was a volunteer at al-Manaar mosque cultural centre in London, above, until going to Afghanistan in 2001; he is now in Guantánamo Main photograph: Martin Godwin
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BODY: An Ethiopian student who lived in London claims that he was brutally tortured with the involvement of British and US intelligence agencies. 

Binyam Mohammed, 27, says he spent nearly three years in the CIA's network of 'black sites'. In Morocco he claims he underwent the strappado torture of being hung for hours from his wrists, and scalpel cuts to his chest and penis and that a CIA officer was a regular interrogator. 

After his capture in Pakistan, Mohammed says British officials warned him that he would be sent to a country where torture was used. Moroccans also asked him detailed questions about his seven years in London, which his lawyers believe came from British sources. 

Western agencies believed that he was part of a plot to buy uranium in Asia, bring it to the US and build a 'dirty bomb' in league with Jose Padilla, a US citizen. Mohammed signed a confession but told his lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, he had never met Padilla, or anyone in al-Qaeda. Padilla spent almost four years in American custody, accused of the plot. Last month, after allegations of the torture used against Mohammed emerged, the claims against Padilla were dropped. He now faces a civil charge of supporting al-Qaeda financially. 

A senior US intelligence official told The Observer that the CIA is now in 'deep crisis' following last week's international political storm over the agency's practice of 'extraordinary rendition' - transporting suspects to countries where they face torture. 'The smarter people in the Directorate of Operations [the CIA's clandestine operational arm] know that one day, if they do this stuff, they are going to face indictment,' he said. 'They are simply refusing to participate in these operations, and if they don't have big mortgage or tuition fees to pay they're thinking about trying to resign altogether.' 

Already 22 CIA officers have been charged in absentia in Italy for alleged roles in the rendition of a radical cleric, Hassan Mustafa Osama Nasr, seized - without the knowledge of the Italian government - on a Milan street in February 2003. 

The intense pressure on US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice last week, coupled with Friday's condemnation of the use of evidence extracted under torture by the House of Lords, has intensified concerns within the CIA. The official said: 'Renditions and torture aren't just wrong, they also expose CIA personnel and diplomats abroad to enormous future risk.' 

Mohammed arrived in Britain in 1994. He lived in Wornington Road, North Kensington, and studied at Paddington Green College. For most of this time, said his brother, he rarely went to a mosque. However, in early 2001 he became more religious. 

The Observer has obtained fresh details of his case which was first publicised last summer. He went to Pakistan in June 2001 because, he says, he had a drug problem and wanted to kick the habit. He was arrested on 10 April at the airport on his way back to England because of an alleged passport irregularity. Initially interrogated by Pakistani and British officials, he told Stafford Smith: 'The British checked out my story and said they knew I was a nobody. They said they would tell the Americans.' 

He was questioned by the FBI and began to hear accusations of terror involvement. He says he also met two MI6 officers. One told him he would be tortured in an Arab country. 

The interrogations intensified and he says he was taken to Islamabad; then, in July 2002, on a CIA flight to Morocco. His description of the process matches independent reports. Masked officers wore black. They stripped him, subjected him to a full body search and shackled him to his seat wearing a nappy. 

In Morocco he was told he had plotted with Padilla and had dinner in Pakistan with Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the planner of 9/11, and other al-Qaeda chiefs. 'I've never met anyone like these people,' Mohammed told Stafford Smith. 'How could I? I speak no Arabic... I never heard Padilla's name until they told me.' 

During almost 18 months of regular beatings in Morocco, Mohammed says he frequently met a blonde woman in her thirties who told him she was Canadian. The US intelligence officer told The Observer this was an 'amateurish' CIA cover. 'The only Americans who historically pretended to be Canadian were backpackers travelling in Europe during the Vietnam war. Apart from the moral issues, what disturbs me is that, as an attempt to create plausible deniability, this is so damn transparent.' 

According to Mohammed, he was threatened with electrocution and rape. On one occasion, he was handcuffed when three men entered his cell wearing black masks. 'That day I ceased really knowing I was alive. One stood on each of my shoulders and a third punched me in the stomach. It seemed to go on for hours. I was meant to stand, but I was in so much pain I'd fall to my knees. They'd pull me back up and hit me again. They'd kick me in the thighs as I got up. I could see the hands that were hitting me... like the hands of someone who'd worked as a mechanic or chopped with an axe.' 

Later he was confronted with details of his London life - such as the name of his kickboxing teacher - and met a Moroccan calling himself Marwan, who ordered him to be hung by his wrists. 'They hit me in the chest, the stomach, and they knocked my feet from under me. I have a shoulder pain to this day from the wrenching as my arms were almost pulled out of their sockets.' 

Another time, he told Stafford Smith: 'They took a scalpel to my right chest. It was only a small cut. Then they cut my left chest. One of them took my penis in his hand and began to make cuts. He did it once, and they stood still for maybe a minute watching. I was in agony, crying, trying desperately to suppress myself, but I was screaming... They must have done this 20 to 30 times in maybe two hours. There was blood all over.' 

In September he was taken to Guantánamo Bay where he has been charged with involvement in al-Qaeda plots and faces trial there by military commission. Stafford Smith said: 'I am unaware of any evidence against him other than that extracted under torture.' 

The Foreign Office, the Moroccan Embassy and the CIA refused to comment yesterday.


LOAD-DATE:  Sunday December 11, 2005

Copyright 2005 The Washington Post 

The Washington Post

August 3, 2005 Wednesday  

Final Edition

SECTION: A Section; A13

LENGTH: 861 words

HEADLINE: Detainee Alleges Abuse En Route to Guantánamo; 

Lawyer Told of Torture at Jails in 3 Countries

BYLINE: Kevin Sullivan, Washington Post Foreign Service

DATELINE: LONDON Aug. 2

 A 27-year-old Ethiopian man being held at the U.S. military prison at Guantánamo Bay alleges that interrogators in jails through which he passed before reaching Cuba repeatedly abused him physically and psychologically, his attorney said Tuesday. 

  Benyam Mohammed alleged that the torture took place in Pakistan, Morocco and Afghanistan and that he was flown between those countries by American operatives, according to Clive Stafford Smith, a British human rights lawyer who said he represents about 40 Guantánamo Bay prisoners. 

 There is no known independent verification of the allegations made by Mohammed, who the lawyer said reached Guantánamo in September.  

  Following standard policy, a Pentagon spokesman declined to comment on whether Mohammed is at Guantánamo, or on the specifics of his claims.   

 "U.S. policy requires that all detainees be treated humanely and to the extent appropriate and consistent with military necessity in accordance with the principles of the Third Geneva Convention of 1949," Lt. Cmdr. Flex Plexico, the spokesman, said in an e-mailed statement. 

 "It is important to note that al Qaida training manuals emphasize the tactic of making false abuse allegations," his statement said.  

 Stafford Smith said Mohammed's case illustrates the U.S. policy of secretly sending suspected terrorists to "ghost prisons" in countries that permit torture. "The mindless hypocrisy of this is what angers the world," he said. 

 Under the practice known as "extraordinary rendition," the CIA transfers terrorism suspects covertly and without judicial proceedings to third countries. CIA officials have said they receive pledges that the prisoners will not be tortured in those countries; other American officials with knowledge of renditions say that such promises cannot be enforced. 

 Stafford Smith said the Ethiopian-born Mohammed, who arrived in Britain as an asylum seeker in 1994, detailed the claims of torture in two three-day interview sessions with him at Guantánamo in June and July. He said Mohammed, who has a sister and brother in Alexandria, Va., and a sister in Atlanta, contacted him this year in a letter delivered by the Red Cross. 

 Stafford Smith provided his written summary of his interviews to The Washington Post by e-mail. Mohammed's allegations were first reported Tuesday in London's Guardian newspaper. 

  Stafford Smith said Mohammed left his home in London's Notting Hill neighborhood in June 2001 and traveled to Afghanistan. Mohammed told the lawyer that he had become a Muslim and was trying to kick a drug habit. He said he wanted to see if Afghanistan's fundamentalist Taliban administration might be able to help him clean up his life.  

  The account does not say what Mohammed did during the U.S.-led war that overthrew the Taliban after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. But it says that in April 2002 he was in Karachi, in neighboring Pakistan, and was arrested at the airport there as he tried to fly back to Britain using a fake passport.  

 He said he was questioned in Pakistan by FBI agents, who accused him of being a top official of al Qaeda and told him they were going to send him to Jordan. "The Arabs will deal with you," said an agent who called himself Chuck, according to the account. 

 Stafford Smith said Mohammed told him that in July 2002 he was turned over to Americans who put him on a military plane and flew him not to Jordan, but to Morocco. There, he said, U.S. officials told him they believed he was an accomplice of Jose Padilla, who is in U.S. custody in connection with an alleged plot to set off a radiological weapon known as a dirty bomb in the United States. Stafford Smith called those allegations "total nonsense" and said Mohammed denies knowing Padilla. 

  At a news conference on June 1, 2004, U.S. Deputy Attorney General James B. Comey Jr. said Padilla had an accomplice who had refugee status in Britain and was in custody, but Comey did not name the suspect. 

  Mohammed said he spent 18 months in Morocco, where he said he was beaten repeatedly and cut on his chest and genitals with a scalpel nearly monthly. "They cut all over my private parts; one of them said, it would be better just to cut it off, as I would only breed terrorists," Mohammed said, according to Stafford Smith's notes. 

 The lawyer said he had seen scars on Mohammed's body. "If the U.S. military can come up with a good explanation of how he got those scars, have at it," he said. 

  In January 2004, Mohammed said, he was flown to Afghanistan. He told his attorney that he was beaten in a prison there. Later he was taken to Bagram air base, where he was allowed to see the Red Cross.  

  Mohammed said that to stop the torture, he eventually signed a false confession saying he was Padilla's accomplice, Stafford Smith said. 

  Mohammed said that in September, he was transferred to Guantánamo Bay, where, according to Stafford Smith, he is being held without charges. Mohammed's remarks to the lawyer do not allege physical torture there. But he said one interrogator, who said his name was Matthew, screamed in his ear: "I am GOD here! I can do whatever I want with you. Don't think you're safe here." 
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HEADLINE: FBI QUESTIONS 'ASSOCIATE' OF SUSPECTED DIRTY BOMBER
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BODY:
 AN ALLEGED associate of the American citizen accused of plotting to detonate a radioactive "dirty" bomb in Washington is being questioned by the FBI in Pakistan. Agents are broadening their search for others involved in the plot.

 A senior Pakistan intelligence official said the alleged associate, Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed, was in custody and had already been questioned by agents from the bureau. The man was possibly arrested at the beginning of May as he tried to board a flight to America with the alleged dirty bomb plotter, Abdullah al-Muhajir. A US official confirmed at least one associate of Mr Muhajir had been taken into custody overseas. 

 The developments were outlined as a lawyer for Mr Muhajir filed a court petition demanding his release, claiming he was being held illegally without charge. "My client is a citizen," said Donna Newman, after filing in a New York court on Tuesday. "Nothing has changed with respect to that. The last time I looked at the Constitution, he still had constitutional rights."

 Mr Muhajir was arrested on 8 May after he arrived at O'Hare airport, Chicago. Authorities say he was on a reconnaissance mission and was hoping to obtain radioactive material from an unidentified university laboratory. He is being held without charge as an "enemy combatant".

 As officials continue to search for other associates of Mr Muhajir, more details about the Brooklyn-born 31-year-old emerged yesterday.

 There was a suggestion that Mr Muhajir - who was born Jose Padilla - might have converted from Catholicism to Islam after meeting an Egyptian woman in Florida. She has since become his second wife after he divorced a woman he married in 1996.

 In documents placed before a court when they divorced last year, his first wife, Cherie Stultz, listed Mr Muhajir's last known address as Mustafa Basha Street, a five-street block in a middle-class area in the Egyptian capital, Cairo.

 Yesterday, a note taped to the front door of Mr Muhajir's former wife's house read: "All I can say at this point is all my desires, all my strength, are in God's hands." The note concluded with the message: "Thank you and have a blessed day - may God be with you all."

 Mr Muhajir is known to have attended several mosques and Islamic schools in Florida. "I knew this person only as Ibrahim," Shafayat Mohamed, leader of the Daral Uloom Institute in Pembroke Pines, told reporters. "He used to wear this Arab shawl around his head, like Yasser Arafat. It is very unique. It is one in a million who would do that."

 w German authorities said yesterday they had received intelligence of a possible al-Qa'ida threat to shoot down civilian airliners, possibly using heat - seeking ground-to-air missiles or an unmanned drone aircraft carrying explosives.
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HEADLINE: 2nd 'dirty bomb' suspect queried;
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BYLINE: FROM WIRE REPORTS

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
U.S. authorities overseas have interrogated a second suspect in the alleged al-Qaida plot to detonate a radioactive bomb in America, officials say, as investigators scramble to determine whether other accomplices are in the United States, Switzerland, Egypt or elsewhere.

U.S. officials also say the so-called "dirty bomb" plan apparently called for stealing radioactive material from an unidentified American university laboratory. Low-level nuclear material is used widely in medicine, research and other fields.

Search: The plot, which was still in its early stages, was foiled when CIA, FBI, Customs and State Department agents successfully identified and tracked Jose Padilla -- a Brooklyn-born Muslim convert who adopted the name Abdullah al Muhajir -- in Cairo, Egypt, and Zurich, Switzerland. He was arrested May 8 when he flew from Switzerland to Chicago on what officials called a scouting mission for a terrorist attack. 

President Bush said yesterday Padilla was one of many "would-be killers" that the U.S. has captured, and that it is looking for many more.

"This guy Padilla's one of many who we've arrested," Bush said in a meeting in his Cabinet Room. "The coalition we've put together has hauled in 2,400 people. And you can call it 2,401 now. There's just a full-scale manhunt on. ... We will run down every lead, every hint. This guy Padilla's a bad guy, and he is where he needs to be: detained."

Not speaking: Officials said Padilla has refused to cooperate since his arrest. After Bush decided Sunday that Padilla should be held as an "enemy combatant" against the United States, rather than as a criminal defendant, the suspect was flown by military C-130 aircraft to a high-security Navy brig outside Charleston, S.C., where he has been isolated from other inmates and is under heavy military guard.

Yesterday, Padilla's lawyer told a federal court hearing in New York that Padilla's continued detention was a violation of the Constitution because he had not been charged and was being denied access to legal counsel.

"My client is a citizen," attorney Donna R. Newman told reporters. "He still has constitutional rights."

Government lawyers said that under a 1942 Supreme Court ruling, even Americans who fight against the United States are subject to military courts -- but only if they enter the country. The court's decision, from six decades ago, focused on "armed prowlers" who blow up bridges or cut telegraph wires.

U.S. officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Padilla used the Internet at a home in Lahore, Pakistan, to learn how to build a "dirty bomb" that could spread radioactive material over dozens of city blocks. Authorities believe he was traveling to the United States to scout locations for bombings.

Had $10K: Padilla was carrying more than $10,000 cash, believed to have come from al-Qaida, possibly while he was in Switzerland, a government official said. Swiss authorities confirmed they were investigating Padilla's visit to their country.

Members of the Senate Intelligence Committee were given a classified, closed-door briefing on the case yesterday as part of their wide-ranging review into the Sept. 11 intelligence failure. But some members came away with more questions than answers, a congressional source said.

"The concern we'd like to pursue is, what's the substance of this? Not many people were satisfied that we had a whole hell of a lot" on Padilla in terms of hard evidence, the source said. "We're all for sticking bad guys in the hole, but you've got to have evidence."

Second suspect: A senior U.S. intelligence official said Pakistan detained a second suspect in the plot last month. The official said the man is being interrogated by U.S. authorities at an undisclosed location.

In Islamabad, Pakistan, a senior Pakistani intelligence official identified the man as Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed. The official did not know Mohammed's nationality.

The U.S. official said the second suspect traveled with Padilla to eastern Afghanistan last fall to meet Abu Zubayda, al-Qaida's operations chief, and later accompanied Padilla to secret meetings with other senior al-Qaida leaders inside Pakistan to discuss the "dirty bomb" proposal as well as potential attacks against hotels, gas stations and other targets.

In related developments:

U.S. and German officials said they have identified a German citizen of Syrian origin who recruited Mohammed Atta and other Sept. 11 hijackers into al-Qaida, The Washington Post reported today.

The suspect, Mohammed Haydar Zammar, has been missing since October, but an official told the Post the Germans suspect he is in U.S. custody or being detained in another country at the United States' request.

In Boston, a judge threw out one of nine charges against a man accused of trying to blow up a jetliner with explosives in his shoes, ruling that an airplane is not a vehicle under a new anti-terrorism law.

The charge -- attempting to wreck a mass transportation vehicle -- was filed under the USA Patriot Act, which was passed by Congress after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Richard C. Reid still faces eight charges, including attempted murder and attempted destruction of an aircraft.

Meanwhile, in Paris, French anti-terrorist police said they took five people into custody today in connection with the Reid investigation. The suspects, two Pakistanis and three North Africans, were rounded up in the Paris suburbs.

In Kabul, Afghanistan's grand council got down to work today, and interim leader Hamid Karzai appeared set to become head of state.

Karzai's election was all but assured when the other two contenders -- former King Mohammad Zaher Shah and ex-President Burnahuddin Rabbani -- bowed out and endorsed him.
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BODY:
Several men believed to be American citizens have been taken into custody here during the past few weeks on suspicion of being linked to Al Qaeda, senior Pakistani officials said today. 

     The Pakistani officials said most of the men had been picked up along with other suspected Al Qaeda and Taliban members in joint American-Pakistani raids in the country's remote tribal areas near the border with Afghanistan. 

 They said they believe that the men form a disjointed network of disaffected Westerners who converted to Islam and have been drawn to militant causes, fighting alongside Al Qaeda, the Taliban or guerrillas in Kashmir, the mostly Muslim region claimed by both Pakistan and India. 

One man is believed by Pakistani officials to be an associate of Jose Padilla, the Brooklyn-born man detained last month on the suspicion that he was trying to build a radiation dispersal bomb intended for detonation in an American city.  

He goes by the name Ahmed Muhammad, which Pakistani officials say they believe is a false name, as well as Benjamin. It was unclear whether Benjamin was used as a first or a last name. 

Pakistani officials said several of those detained, including Mr. Muhammad, claimed to be American citizens. But the officials refused to verify the nationalities of any of the detainees for fear of what one called the "legal implications" that could impede the interrogations. 

Mr. Muhammad, a Pakistani official said, was in Pakistani custody and being interrogated by the F.B.I. 

Senior government officials in Washington said they had not yet confirmed that the men being held in Pakistan are American citizens. They also said they had not yet independently determined whether the men are connected to Al Qaeda or other terrorist organizations. The American officials also said they had not established a connection between Mr. Muhammad and Mr. Padilla. 

Pakistani officials say they have picked up about 400 suspected members of Al Qaeda and the Taliban in sweeps around the country since December. About 300, they say, have been turned over to American authorities. 

They said some of those detained appear to be Westerners who have been drawn to militant Islam. Pakistani officials said today that they believed that an American citizen who had converted to Islam had been killed while fighting alongside Muslim guerrillas in Indian Kashmir in 1998. 

They also said they suspected that some of the men recently detained and believed to be Americans may have studied under Mufti Muhammad Iltimas, a radical Islamic cleric who runs a madrasa in Bannu, a village near the border with Afghanistan. 

John Walker Lindh, the American charged with fighting alongside the Taliban, is believed to have attended Mr. Iltimas's religious school, and Pakistani officials say Richard C. Reid, a British subject and suspected Al Qaeda member arrested in December for trying to blow up a passenger jet with a bomb in his shoe, may also have attended the school. 

Mr. Iltimas was taken into custody last month during an American-Pakistani operation in the area, and was released the next day. 

Taken together, the arrests of Mr. Padilla, Mr. Lindh, Mr. Reid and others appears to offer a glimpse into a world of alienated Western men who apparently dropped out of society and tried to find fulfillment by converting to Islam and fighting for its more radical causes. 

One Pakistani official said some of the detained men believed to be Americans may have converted to Islam while serving time in prison in the United States. 

Mr. Padilla, who was raised a Roman Catholic and who had a criminal record, converted to Islam when he married a Muslim woman of Middle Eastern descent. Mr. Reid converted to Islam while serving time in prison. 

A Pakistani official said his government was looking into the possibility that Mr. Reid and Mr. Padilla were associates during the time officials say they were in Al Qaeda. 

Pakistani officials said five other men believed to be of Pakistani or Middle Eastern origin were detained in France today on suspicion of being linked to Mr. Reid. 

The officials also said today that they had detained five more people here who are believed to be Pakistani citizens and associates of Mr. Padilla. At least some of those detained are believed to have knowledge of Mr. Padilla's activities in recent months. 

The Pakistani officials said they were also searching for a group of women and children who are believed to have stayed in the same Al Qaeda hideout used by Mr. Padilla and Abu Zubaydeh, the senior Qaeda commander arrested in Pakistan on March 27. American law enforcement officials say Mr. Zubaydeh formed a close association with Mr. Padilla. The women and children are believed to be family members of a senior Qaeda member, possibly but not necessarily those of Mr. Zubaydeh. 

The Qaeda hideout where Mr. Padilla and Mr. Zubaydeh were alleged to have spent time together is in Peshawar, a city in Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province near the Afghan border. It was some time after that association began that Mr. Zubaydeh was arrested and Mr. Padilla allegedly traveled to Karachi, Switzerland and then the United States with his plans to develop the radiation bomb. 

To date, Americans have been detained on suspicion of fighting with the Taliban and with Al Qaeda as part of the Afghan conflict. Today, Pakistani officials said they had confirmed that an American convert to Islam was killed while fighting alongside Muslim guerrillas in Kashmir. The officials said they confirmed the man's death after seeing a story about him in a magazine called "Blow of the Believer," published by the Army of Muhammad, a Pakistan-based group battling Indian rule in Kashmir. The story did not identify the man by name. 

The Army of Muhammad has been outlawed in Pakistan and declared a terrorist organization by the United States. One of its members, Ahmed Omar Sheikh, is charged in the kidnapping and murder of the American journalist Daniel Pearl. 

Pakistani officials said that after the story appeared, they contacted members of the guerrilla group and were satisfied that the account was accurate. The Pakistani officials said the American man was killed during an operation with Lashkar-e-Taiba, another guerrilla group battling Indian rule in Kashmir. The group has been outlawed in Pakistan. 

The article is entitled "The story of an American Shaheed," using the Arabic word to describe someone who dies in the act of defending Islam against nonbelievers. The magazine said the man, whose Muslim name was Abu Adam Jibreel al Amrikeeas, joined the Kashmiri movement as a 19-year-old in 1997 and was killed in the fall of 1998 during an attack on an Indian Army base. 

The article said Mr. Adam was "born into a considerably wealthy family," and grew up in Atlanta, where he attended the Ebeneezer Baptist Church as a child. Much like Mr. Lindh, who has been described as a precocious young man who explored different religious faiths, Mr. Adam is said to have read deeply about various religions, including Judaism and Buddhism, before finally deciding on Islam.

URL: http://www.nytimes.com 

GRAPHIC: Map of Pakistan highlighting Islamabad: Islamabad officials report 400 arrests of militants since December. (pg. A32)      
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HEADLINE: Al-Qaeda planned more hijacks - WAR ON TERROR: NEW BOMB FEARS

SOURCE: MATP

BYLINE: ANGELA DOLAND

BODY:
 TERRORISTS planned to hijack more than four planes on September 11, a top official with the North American Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD) said yesterday.

"It's highly likely there were more than four planes involved," said Canadian General Ken Pennie, second in command of NORAD, the US-Canada operation that monitors threats from the air.

 The revelations yesterday came as evidence mounted that members of al-Qaeda had begun using Pakistan as a base to plan international terrorist operations. 

 The tracking of Jose Padilla's alleged "dirty bomb" plot to Pakistan was part of that evidence, US officials said.

 Padilla, the American citizen being held by the US military as an enemy combatant, is accused of being part of a plot to detonate a radioactive weapon in the US.

 Also yesterday, French anti-terrorist police rounded up five people suspected of providing assistance to alleged shoe bomber Richard Reid in Paris, the second such sweep in two months.

 The arrests came as officials in Germany said they had received intelligence of a possible al-Qaeda plot to shoot down civilian airliners.

 In India, officials claimed they had evidence of an imminent al-Qaeda attack on financial institutions in Bombay.

 And Britain said it was forming a 6000-strong multi-service reaction unit in case of a September 11-style attack.

 The warnings in India and Germany came after Pakis tani officials said an alleged accomplice of Padilla had been arrested.

 A senior Pakistani intelligence official named the suspect as Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed, and said he had been questioned by FBI agents.

 Padilla is alleged to have travelled with one of Osama bin Laden's chief lieutenants, Abu Zubaydah, from Afghanistan to Pakistan. Abu Zubaydah was captured on March 28 in the industrial city of Faisalabad.

 Padilla's journeys put him on four continents in less than a month.

 He left Karachi in early April and briefly visited Zurich in Switzerland before going to Cairo in Egypt. He spent a month there, returned to Zurich, and on May 8 flew to Chicago, where he was arrested by the FBI.

 US agents had trailed him for some of his journey.

 Officials said Padilla was probably flying to the US to scout targets for an al-Qaeda dirty bomb attack.
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HEADLINE: Pakistan Says It Has Detained Several Americans, Including Padilla Associate.

BODY:
CBS (6/12, story 4, Rather) reports, "An official in Pakistan says a man detained there is being questioned by the FBI about Jose Padilla, the one-time Chicago thug now suspected of trying to plot a dirty bomb attack in the United States."

The New York Times (6/13, A1, Filkins) reports in a front-page story, "Several men believed to be American citizens have been taken into custody here during the past few weeks on suspicion of being linked to Al Qaeda, senior Pakistani officials said today. The Pakistani officials said most of the men had been picked up along with other suspected Al Qaeda and Taliban members in joint American-Pakistani raids in the country's remote tribal areas near the border with Afghanistan. They said they believe that the men form a disjointed network of disaffected Westerners who converted to Islam and have been drawn to militant causes, fighting alongside Al Qaeda, the Taliban or guerrillas in Kashmir, the mostly Muslim region claimed by both Pakistan and India. One man is believed by Pakistani officials to be an associate of Jose Padilla, the Brooklyn-born man detained last month on the suspicion that he was trying to build a radiation dispersal bomb intended for detonation in an American city. He goes by the name Ahmed Muhammad, which Pakistani officials say they believe is a false name, as well as Benjamin. . Senior government officials in Washington said they had not yet confirmed that the men being held in Pakistan are American citizens. They also said they had not yet independently determined whether the men are connected to Al Qaeda or other terrorist organizations. . One Pakistani official said some of the detained men believed to be Americans may have converted to Islam while serving time in prison in the United States."

The Wall Street Journal/AP (6/13) reports, "At least one associate of Jose Padilla, who is accused of plotting to detonate a radioactive weapon in the U.S., has been taken into custody and is being questioned in a foreign country, a U.S. official said Wednesday. The associate worked with Mr. Padilla, an American, on researching 'dirty bombs' in Lahore, Pakistan, said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The official said the associate is not an American but declined to name the person or the country where the questioning is being conducted. . In Islamabad, Pakistan, a senior Pakistani intelligence official said Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed is being held and questioned by Federal Bureau of Investigation agents for his connection to Mr. Padilla. . Mr. Padilla was carrying more than $10,000 cash, believed to have come from al Qaeda, possibly while he was in Switzerland, a government official said Tuesday. Swiss authorities confirmed they were investigating Mr. Padilla's visit to their country."

Padilla Tried To Obtain Radioactive Material In Central Asia.

The AP (6/13, Ahmad) reports, "American Jose Padilla, accused of plotting to detonate a radioactive 'dirty' bomb in the United States, traveled to a central Asian country in April looking to buy radioactive materials, Pakistani intelligence and government officials said Thursday." The officials, who "spoke on condition of anonymity," said "at least two associates of Padilla are now in custody in Pakistan, and FBI agents are questioning them at an undisclosed location." One "was identified as Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed, but officials would not give any of the nationalities. The officials said at least a half dozen American citizens were believed among the 300 al-Qaida suspects handed over to the United States by Pakistan in the past six months."

Padilla's Lawyer Argues For Release.

ABC News (6/12, story 5, Jennings) reports, "In New York today, lawyers for the man known either as Jose Padilla, or Abdullah al Muhajir, argued in court there isn't enough evidence to indict the American accused of plotting to take the US with a radiological bomb. Again his lawyers say his constitutional rights have been violated."

The Los Angeles Times (6/13, Lichtblau, Meyer, Rotella) reports, "U.S. District Judge Michael B. Mukasey made no immediate ruling but directed that a copy of the motion be served on the Pentagon and gave the government until June 21 to respond. . Swiss authorities said they are working closely with U.S. officials in the unfolding Padilla investigation and other terrorism-related activities. Swiss counter- terrorism officials, for instance, were watching Padilla closely, along with U.S. agents, during his trips to Zurich from Pakistan, according to Mark Wiedmer, a spokesman for the Swiss attorney general's office."

Tenet Questioned By House Committee About Padilla.

The Washington Post (6/13, A11, Schmidt, Khan) reports, "The House Intelligence Committee summoned CIA Director George J. Tenet yesterday for a closed-door briefing on the apprehension of an American citizen suspected of scouting targets in the United States for an al Qaeda attack. The appearance came amid questions from lawmakers about the extent of the threat posed by Jose Padilla, who was arrested last month on suspicion that he was involved in an al Qaeda plot to explode a 'dirty bomb' in the United States. . Several members of the committee declined to disclose what they were told by Tenet but at least part of their interest appeared to be in resolving questions of how far the plot had progressed. . In Germany, meanwhile, authorities said they received intelligence of a possible al Qaeda threat to shoot down civilian airliners, while officials in India said they had evidence of an imminent al Qaeda attack on financial institutions in Bombay. . Police in France also arrested five people yesterday connected to the investigation into Richard C. Reid, a British citizen accused of trying to detonate homemade bombs hidden inside his sneakers aboard an international flight that was diverted to Boston."

Padilla Described As "Useful To Al Qaeda".

The New York Times (6/13, Johnston) reports, "FBI officials seized Jose Padilla, the man accused of plotting to explode a radioactive bomb in the United States, only after discussing whether it was better to pick him up as he arrived in this country or to follow him in the hope that he might lead the authorities to possible accomplices, officials said today. . Several officials said the arrest was important in demonstrating how the F.B.I. and Central Intelligence Agency could undertake a successful prevention operation. They said that the Justice Department was eager to showcase the Padilla case after weeks in which the F.B.I. had been battered in Congress for missing potential warning signals of the Sept. 11 attacks. . The officials said investigators had not identified any associates of Mr. Padilla in the United States connected to the bomb plot nor had they found any sign that he had tried to obtain material needed for a radioactive bomb. . Officials said that the bomb plot was interrupted in its earliest phase and that Mr. Padilla, a low-level gang member with a criminal record, was an unlikely terrorist with no technical knowledge of nuclear materials who was arrested long before he represented a significant terrorist threat. But officials said Mr. Padilla was useful to Al Qaeda. He was an American, held a valid passport and knew his way around the United States."

NBC (6/12, story 2, Brokaw) reports, "The case of Jose Padilla continues to raise intriguing questions. If he was planning to detonate a so-called 'dirty bomb,' how did he become part of Al Qaeda? How did he go from being a Chicago gang member to a convert to Islam to an American who apparently got very close to the terrorist leadership?" NBC (Miklaszewski) continues, "Jose Padilla [was ] arraigned on gun charges in Florida 11 years ago. He was convicted and served ten months in jail. . Now, he's being held by the US military as an enemy combatant. But today, in Manhattan Federal court, his attorney argued there's not enough evidence to hold Padilla." NBC adds "US sources tell NBC News there's a substantial amount of evidence that links Padilla to Osama Bin Laden's Al Qaeda terrorist network. . US Consulate officials in Karachi grew suspicious when Padilla, an American citizen, applied for a new passport. . A month later, US investigators got their big break when they raided a dozen safehouses in Pakistan, arresting Al Qaeda ringleader Abu Zubayda. US officials report Zubayda and several other Al Qaeda members identified Padilla from his passport photos and claimed he was plotting a bombing campaign inside the US." NBC notes, "Sources report one more link. A top Al Qaeda official, Ibin al Shayk, now being held by the Egyptians, also tied Padilla to Al Qaeda. On April 1, Padilla was put on the FBI's terror watch list. But by then, US authorities had lost track of Padilla. . They picked up his trail in late April in Cairo, followed him to Zurich, and then on to Chicago, where he was arrested May 8th." NBC (Miklaszewski) adds, "US officials say there is one big gap in the chain--14 months when Padilla simply disappeared. They believe that's when he got his basic training in one of Al Qaeda's terrorist camps."

White House Said To Be Critical Of Ashcroft's Dirty Bomber Announcement.

On CNN's "Inside Politics" (6/12), White House correspondent John King agreed that the White House wasn't happy with how Attorney General John Ashcroft released the information on the dirty bomber. King said, "They don't like to talk about it publicly, because this is an administration that prides itself on loyalty. This is an administration making clear, even though there is this little dust-up, everyone here, including the president, stands behind the attorney general. . The initial plan on Monday was to have deputies--the deputy attorney general and the deputy defense secretary--announce the arrest and the transfer of the suspect from the Justice Department to the Defense Department here in Washington. Senior justice aides thought it was so important that Ashcroft should do it himself. And it's not so much what the attorney general said. He was traveling in Russia at the time. He made the announcement from a dark studio. Aides here say it came across on television as perhaps too alarming and too ominous." King adds, "And they wish, they wish in hindsight, that they had stuck to the initial plan, to have it announced here in Washington. So some second-guessing, some conversations back and forth about perhaps better to handle these things in the future. Administration officials say yet again, another example of how this is all so delicate."

Robert Novak writes in his column for TownHall.Com (6/13), "Presidential aides could scarcely believe their ears Monday morning. Attorney General John Ashcroft, on the other side of the globe in Moscow, was scaring the devil out of his fellow Americans with talk about a lethal 'dirty bomb.' What's worse, he was spooking the stock market. . While grandstanding is unacceptable behavior in the buttoned-down Bush administration, what really bothered the White House about the attorney general's remarks was their impact on markets and the economy, which the president's men worry about more than they admit. . One financier who is a fervent political supporter of Bush warned him last week that the economic recovery is weaker than the professional economists believe. One early political supporter of Bush who is closely connected to the White House mentioned the danger of a politically lethal 'double dip'--a second recession before recovery from the past recession is complete. Economic numbers do not justify such concern, with one important exception: falling stock prices. . An investor (or any American) listening to the attorney general might have gotten the wrong idea. . The Dow Jones industrial average, which had jumped 40 points to start the day, fell quickly by 80 points. . The Ashcroft slump delivers two messages to the Bush administration. First, after 16 months in office following a brutal confirmation process and eight months of fighting terrorism, Ashcroft seeks the spotlight as if he were still a senator contemplating a presidential run. . Second, it could be time for George W. Bush to use his bully pulpit as one president who understands and is sensitive to financial markets. If markets are so skittish that exaggeration of a dirty bomb can depress prices, the president might reassure them by expressing his contempt for the Dennis Kozlowskis of corporate America."

ABC News (6/12, story 5, Jennings) reports, "ABC News has learned that some officials in Washington believe the Attorney General John Ashcroft overstated the case. In the White House, some officials believe he was unnecessarily frightening the public." ABC (Judd) continues, "Attorney General Ashcroft was in Switzerland today, far from the criticism in Washington including some from the White House. . the next morning [after Ashcroft's announcement] other officials were dialing back." Paul Wolfowitz, Deputy Defense Secretary, was shown saying, "This particular individual, Mr. Padilla, I don't think there was actually a plot beyond some fairly loose talk and his coming in here to obviously plan for the deeds." ABC adds, "Inside the intelligence community some were shocked by Ashcroft's description, because they believe something quite different about Padilla." Vince Cannistrano, a former CIA counterterrorism agent, was shown saying, "This is someone who was at the beginning of a voluntary operation for Al Qaeda. But he hadn't any capability. He hadn't any organization. And he hadn't assembled anything." ABC notes, "Some Democrats on Capitol Hill suggested today that Ashcroft was overreaching to deflect criticism of the President's plan to create a Department of Homeland Security and of past intelligence failures." Analyst Norman Ornstein is shown saying, "There's no question that right now, the FBI and the CIA were desperate to have the storyline shift from screw-ups everywhere." ABC concludes, "If it turns out that Padilla, seen here in a 1991 court appearance, actually was very far from carrying out a bombing, critics say the Administration may risk its credibility, first with the politicians, then with the public."

Critics Say White House Using Dirty Bomber To Avoid Criticism.

NBC (6/12, story 3, Brokaw) reports, "Tonight, there is harsh new criticism from some quarters that the Bush Administration is overstating the case against Padilla and overselling the threat of more terror, scaring the American public for political gain." Bush is shown saying, "Biological weapons are potentially the most dangerous weapons in the world. We must be better prepared to prevent, identify and respond." NBC (Brown) adds, "A message that is certain to raise the fear factor among Americans. . And some critics say that's exactly what the Administration is trying to do. Though no one questions that Al Qaeda poses a serious threat to the US, critics suggest the Administration wants to keep Americans focused solely on the War on Terror and keep attention away from intelligence failures." Sen. Harry Reid is shown saying, "I think he's being selective in what information he gives. And I think when you try to do that, you get into trouble." NBC continues, "Examples, critics charge, one Khalid Sheikh Muhammed. The Administration announces it now believes he was responsible for planning the September 11th attacks. It's sold as a major breakthrough in the investigation, even though he's still a fugitive." NBC adds, "Two-- the Department of Homeland Security. Last week the president calls for a massive restructuring of the government. The announcement overshadows FBI whistleblower Colleen Rowley's testimony that very day about FBI failures just before September 11th. Three--Jose Padilla. On Monday with much fanfare, the Administration announces his arrest after secretly holding him for more than a month." NBC notes, "First, [a] dramatic statement from Attorney General John Ashcroft in Moscow. . But the very next day, a far different line from Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, who said, 'I don't think there was actually a plot beyond some fairly loose talk.'" Meanwhile, "The White House privately backpedaled on Ashcroft's characterization of the threat. One senior White House official saying, 'he puffed it up more than it should have been.' Publicly, the White House dismissed its critics." NBC adds, "Either way, the President doesn't appear to have been politically hurt. An NBC/Wall Street Journal poll show that three-quarters of Americans back his leadership on the War on Terror."

The Washington Times (6/13, A1, Boyer, Gertz) reports, "The White House yesterday angrily denied suggestions that the administration revealed the capture of a 'dirty bomb' suspect to deflect criticism of federal law enforcement. . But Homeland Security Director Tom Ridge said the announcement on Monday by Attorney General John Ashcroft was crucial in reassuring the public that the FBI and CIA are cooperating in the war against terrorism. . His comments seemed to support accusations by some lawmakers that the announcement, made one month after the arrest of Abdullah al Muhajir, was designed to deflect criticism of federal law enforcement. . Some lawmakers also have raised questions about the strength of the case against al Muhajir, but intelligence sources said the evidence is strong. . U.S. intelligence officials say they believe al Muhajir, who was carrying $10,000 cash when he was arrested, may have been conducting a reconnaissance mission to identify targets. He also may have been preparing for an attack when he was arrested May 8."

On CNN's "Inside Politics" (6/12), White House correspondent John King said that the talk of whether Bush was trying to divert criticisms of his administration by releasing the dirty bomber information is "not a surprising debate in Washington." King adds, "But when we brought that up in the briefing today, Ari Fleischer, the press secretary, reacting quickly and with some scorn. Ari Fleischer saying--quote--'these very few people who want to make such an outlandish political accusation represent the most cynical, among the most partisan, and they're not to be taken seriously.'" King reports, "But the administration says the president talking almost daily now about the warnings, the continuing threat. They say it's one of those debates that they just simply cannot win. On the one hand, they say the president believes it is critical to keep the Congress focused, to keep the American people sensitive to the threat. . Some would argue if the president keeps saying it and nothing happens, the American people will become desensitized. The administration says the president simply calls it like he sees it. And they do understand from time to time, there will be political questions, if not criticism."

More Commentary.

On Fox News (6/12) Mara Liasson, national political correspondent of National Public Radio, said, "Well, look, this is a tough thing. As Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz said, there wasn't an actual plot. There were some loose things coming together. But this guy is clearly in their eyes a danger. Maybe he didn't have the material yet, but he was involved in at least the early stages of planning something that would hurt Americans. OK, what do you do about him? Do you have to wait until he's actually in the process of committing a crime--which is the old way of looking at keeping our country safe. Or the new way is, we try to preemptively get some of these guys out of circulation and off the streets. I think they have to come up with some kind of a legal basis for doing this. And we assume that they are going to try."

On Fox News (6/12) Jeff Birnbaum, Washington bureau chief of "Fortune" magazine, said, "I think the issue is not whether Padilla should be kept in jail for as long as they could keep him. I think most Americans and most politicians would agree that it's perfectly OK to do that. And I think they hope the court will agree. I think the issue is whether John Ashcroft was a press hog on this issue. It seems like every time there's any sort of announcement that has to come from the administration on a terror arrest, it's Ashcroft who makes it. And in this case, he made it from Russia, where he was visiting. And it looked very ominous because of the dark background behind him. I think the White House is beginning to believe that Ashcroft is disloyal, which is a very serious charge in the Bush administration, for trying to grab the limelight so often and making this arrest into a bigger deal than it needed to, making it look political."

On Fox News (6/12) Fred Barnes, executive editor of "The Weekly Standard," said, "They can keep him. They ought to try him sometime in the military court. Now, the Nazi saboteurs, if you know about that case, they had plans to blow up things and so on, but no specific plans."

The Washington Post (6/13, A36) editorializes, "If Mr. Padilla is, as Mr. Bush said, 'a bad guy,' then it's a relief to have him behind bars. That said, we had thought that it took more than the determination by the president that someone was a 'threat to the country' before an American could simply disappear and be locked up without charge or trial or prospect of release. . The question is not whether the government can detain an enemy combatant bent on doing America great harm but whether it can designate anyone it chooses as such a person without meaningful review. . The idea of indefinite detentions of Americans who have not been convicted of any crime is alarming under any circumstances. Without the meaningful supervision of the courts, it is a dangerous overreach of presidential power. If such a thing were happening in any other country, Americans would know exactly what to call it."

Copyright 2002 The Houston Chronicle Publishing Company  

The Houston Chronicle

June 13, 2002, Thursday 3 STAR EDITION

SECTION: A; Pg. 26

LENGTH: 737 words

HEADLINE: Germany, India warn of terror threats;

Airliners, banks called possible targets; France arrests 5 in shoe-bomb scheme

SOURCE: Houston Chronicle News Service

DATELINE: BERLIN

BODY:
BERLIN - Germany on Wednesday said it had received intelligence of a possible al-Qaida threat to shoot down civilian airliners, while officials in India claimed they had evidence of an imminent al-Qaida attack on financial institutions in Bombay.

The warnings came as French authorities detained five people accused of helping the alleged shoe bomber in his scheme to bring down a passenger plane in December 2001.

Also Tuesday, a suspected al-Qaida operative who may have fired a missile at U.S. aircraft in Saudi Arabia was captured in Sudan, the Los Angeles Times reported.

The German warning was triggered after a civilian intercepted radio traffic in the Middle East, in which a private person was overheard talking about the possibility of attacks on airliners in Germany, said Udo Buehler, spokesman for the Hesse state criminal investigation agency. 

The intercept was passed on to Germany's Federal Intelligence Service, and security officials then developed scenarios for possible terrorist attacks of this kind.

Rainer Lingenthal, a spokesman for the German Interior Ministry, said there was no evidence that a specific plot was in the planning stages, but added: "Of course, we take this information seriously."

An internal report by the Hesse state criminal investigation agency outlined how al-Qaida members might bring down an airliner in Germany, the mass-circulation newspaper Bild reported Wednesday.

The report said terrorists could use heat-seeking ground-to-air missiles or an unmanned drone aircraft carrying explosives to down a jetliner during takeoff or landing, according to Bild. Frankfurt airport, continental Europe's largest, is in Hesse state.

"The fact remains that there are no specific indications for any kind of an attack in Germany," he said, when asked by reporters why authorities had not publicized the warning.

In India, police and banking officials said Wednesday that authorities had evidence al-Qaida planned to attack financial institutions in Bombay in the next eight to 10 days.

"This is the first time we have received a specific threat of a plan to target financial institutions. The warnings we usually get are general ones," said O.P. Bali, a police director-general. "Basically, it is a threat from the al-Qaida."

India's central bank, the Reserve Bank of India, issued a warning Monday to all banks and financial institutions, emphasizing the need for heightened security measures.

The warnings in India and Germany came just two days after U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft announced the May arrest of an American, Abdullah al Muhajir, on suspicion of plotting to set off a radiological "dirty" bomb in the United States. Al Muhajir, 31, also known as Jose Padilla, was taken into custody at Chicago's O'Hare airport as he returned from Pakistan.

On Wednesday, Pakistani officials said an alleged accomplice of Padilla's was in custody. A senior Pakistani intelligence official identified the suspect as Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed, and said he had been questioned by FBI agents.

A U.S. official in Washington confirmed that at least one associate of Padilla's has been taken into custody and is being questioned in a foreign country, but that he was unaware of a "Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed" being interrogated.

Meanwhile, in raids Wednesday in the Paris suburbs, French anti-terrorist police rounded up five people accused of helping alleged shoe bomber Richard C. Reid. The suspects, two Pakistanis and three North Africans, all were believed to have sympathies with radical Islam, police said. Authorities found three guns, one of them with a scope.

In April, police and security agents arrested seven people suspected of providing Reid with logistical help. The seven Pakistanis, six of whom have since been released, pointed police to the new suspects, Le Monde newspaper reported.

Reid allegedly tried to ignite explosives hidden in his shoes on a Paris-Miami flight.

U.S. authorities suspect that the man apprehended in Sudan is the leader of an al-Qaida cell and recently fired a surface-to-air missile at a U.S. aircraft on the Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia, according to a U.S. government official who asked not to be identified.

Authorities described the capture of the unidentified Sudanese man as significant because of his suspected role as a terrorist cell leader and because he appears to be cooperating with authorities.
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BY- LINE: Allegations that MI6 handed over a former London student to the CIA for "extraordinary rendition" and torture will be raised omorrow by MPs with Jack Straw, the Foreign Secretary. 
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BODY: A horrific and graphic account of abuse, sleep deprivation and torture has been given to lawyers by Benyam Mohammed al-Habashi, 27, who claims he was handed to the CIA by MI6 officers after being arrested in Pakistan while trying to board a flight in Karachi on a false passport.
Mr Habashi, an Ethiopian who claimed asylum in Britain, says he was taken to CIA detention centres and subjected to systematic torture by Americans who claimed he was part of a plot to set off a nuclear "dirty bomb" in America. He said he was interrogated for 18 months in a Moroccan prison, and had his penis cut with a scalpel. He also claims he was chained to a wall for days, chained to the floor in a pitch-dark cell in Kabul, and turned into a heroin addict.

His lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, believes he could be the first British resident to become a victim of extraordinary rendition by the US. Mr Stafford Smith said: "There is no doubt that Benyam was rendered and tortured in a most savage and barbaric way."

He is facing trial before a military court at Guantánamo Bay - the US detention centre in Cuba - and could be jailed for life, but no date has been set for his hearing. Mr Straw and other ministers have given assurances that Britain does not condone torture and the intelligence services are not involved in torturing prisoners. The Law Lords last week ruled that evidence obtained using torture was inadmissable in British courts.

MPs on the Commons Foreign Affairs Committee who are investigating the reports of more than 400 flights by CIA planes in and out of Britain will raise the case with Mr Straw when they take further evidence from the Foreign Secretary. "This does need to be looked at and it will be raised," said a Labour member of the committee.

Mr Habashi, from Notting Hill, London, was stopped at the airport en route for London on 10 April, 2002 when he was spotted using a passport he says he borrowed from a friend "to go travelling". British intelligence officers, believed to be from MI6, were allowed to see him in a prison in Pakistan.

He told his lawyer he was taken to a military airfield and handed over to the Americans who flew him to Rabat, Morocco, on 22 July 2002, where he was held until being moved by the CIA to Afghanistan on 22 January 2004. Mr Stafford Smith believes the British were cooperating with the Moroccans. While in the prison, an interrogator told Mr Habashi: "We have been working with the British and we have photos of people given to us by MI5.''

He was flown by the CIA to Kabul, Afghanistan on 22 January 2004 for more interrogation and transferred on 18 September, 2004 to Guantánamo Bay where he has been held for over a year.

The indictment against him says he trained at terrorist camps in Afghanistan and in Karachi met Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the al-Q'aida architect of the 11 September attacks on New York, who gave him a "mission" to blow up New York apartment blocks. He admits to going to Afghanistan but denies being involved in terrorism. Al-Q'aida is said to train its followers to make false allegations of torture if captured. 
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HEADLINE: BOMB CASE CALLED DUD Lawyer sees little evidence vs. nuke suspect

BYLINE: By GREG B. SMITH DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER With News Wire Services

BODY:
The evidence against a Chicago gang banger accused of plotting to explode a "dirty bomb" in the U.S. is "weak at best," his lawyer contended yesterday.

Lawyer Donna Newman asked a Manhattan federal judge to release Jose Padilla, 31, claiming his detention was unconstitutional and based on flimsy evidence.

Newman alleged in court papers that the grand jury probing the plot "was not presented with evidence of Padilla's involvement with the bomb scheme." 

"The evidence linking Padilla to the alleged 'dirty bomb' plot is weak at best," she wrote to Manhattan Federal Judge Michael Mukasey.

She noted that Padilla - born in Brooklyn - had not been charged with any crime but had been held since May 8 and was now in the custody of the U.S. military.

In a brief hearing yesterday, Mukasey set up a schedule to allow Newman to pursue her effort to free Padilla.

As Padilla sat in isolation in a Navy brig in South Carolina yesterday, a few details emerged about his life.

U.S. authorities said he met twice in Lahore, Pakistan, in March with senior operatives of Osama Bin Laden's Al Qaeda group.

A senior Pakistani intelligence official said yesterday that authorities there had detained a man linked to Padilla in Lahore.

The source said Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed, 41, was being questioned by FBI agents, but U.S. officials said they did not know of an alleged accomplice by that name.

The officials said Padilla's travels in Pakistan show that Al Qaeda has shifted much of its operations from Afghanistan.

Some members are in the tribal belt, a largely autonomous region along the Afghan border.

Others are thought to have sought refuge in the Kashmir region dividing India and Pakistan, U.S. officials said.

Married and divorced

Much of Padilla's life remains a mystery. Court records show that he married Cheri Stultz, 34, in Florida in March 1996, but the couple divorced in March last year after a two-year separation.

According to other court records, he lived with his mother in Plantation, Fla., although his last known address was Cairo, Fla., and his mother has said she could not reach him.

No one answered the door at her house yesterday. A note posted on the door asked that the family be left in peace. The note quoted the Bible's Joshua: "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
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HEADLINE: ASHCROFT REPRIMANDED BY BUSH

BYLINE: By TED BRIDIS

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY:
Jose Padilla met at least twice with senior Al Qaeda operatives in Karachi, Pakistan, to plot using a radiological weapon against the United States as well as other ideas for attacks, a U.S. official said yesterday.

The information about the March meetings emerged as at least one associate of Mr. Padilla in custody was being questioned in an unspecified foreign country, the American official said.

The associate worked with Mr. Padilla, an American and former Chicago gang member, on researching "dirty bombs" in Lahore, Pakistan, said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The official said the second person is not an American but declined to name the associate or the country where the questioning is being conducted. 

In Islamabad, Pakistan, a senior Pakistani intelligence official said Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed is being held and questioned by FBI agents for his connection to Mr. Padilla. The official did not know Mohammed's nationality.

The U.S. official discussing the Mr. Padilla case said he was unaware of a "Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed" being interrogated.

Mr. Padilla, 31, was arrested in Chicago May 8 and has been held since without charge as an "enemy combatant."

Facing rising criticism about the action against Mr. Padilla and the way it was made public, the White House on Wednesday defended the arrest, saying it was based on intelligence about training he had received and other evidence.

Some have questioned why the administration waited over a month to announce Mr. Padilla's arrest, and whether the threat he posed was initially exaggerated to deflect attention from questions about terrorism-related intelligence failures.

"These very few people who want to make such outlandish political accusations represent the most cynical among the most partisan and they're not to be taken seriously," White House press secretary Ari Fleischer said.

Mr. Fleischer also said administration lawyers concluded it does not violate Mr. Padilla's constitutional rights to hold him in military custody for the duration of the war against terror without charge. "All of the legal issues were, of course, looked into," he said.

After his March meetings in Karachi, Mr. Padilla in early April briefly went to Zurich, Switzerland, before heading to Cairo, U.S. officials said. He spent several weeks in Cairo, briefly went to Zurich again, and then flew to Chicago, where he was arrested at the airport.

He was sent to the United States on a scouting mission, U.S. officials said.

Mr. Padilla was carrying more than $10,000 cash, believed to have come from Al Qaeda, possibly while he was in Switzerland, a government official said Tuesday. Swiss authorities confirmed they were investigating Mr. Padilla's visit to their country.

"The apprehension of al Muhajir, who was born Jose Mr. Padilla ... was made possible by the cooperation and help of Swiss authorities," Attorney General John Ashcroft said Wednesday during a stop in Bern, Switzerland. "And America and the world are safer environments because of the cooperation of the Swiss government."

Mr. Ashcroft announced Mr. Padilla's arrest in Moscow Monday, saying the former Chicago gang member traveled to Pakistan and Afghanistan and met with senior Al Qaeda leaders after the Sept. 11 terror attacks.

U.S. officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Mr. Padilla used the Internet at a home in Lahore, Pakistan, to learn how to build a "dirty bomb" that could spread radioactive material over dozens of city blocks. Authorities say they think he was traveling to the United States to scout locations for bombings.

In a related development, U.S. and German officials said they have identified a German citizen of Syrian origin who recruited Mohammed Atta and other Sept. 11 hijackers into Al Qaeda, The Washington Post reported in its Wednesday editions.

The suspect, Mohammed Haydar Zammar, has been missing since October, but an official told the Post the Germans suspect he is in U.S. custody or being detained in another country at the United States' request.

CIA officials would not comment on the Post report.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said the government is more interested in questioning Mr. Padilla than in pursuing charges against him.

"We're not interested in trying him at the moment," said Mr. Rumsfeld, traveling in Qatar. "We're not interested in punishing him at the moment. We're interested in finding out what in the world he knows."

Over the weekend, President Bush approved the unorthodox transfer of Mr. Padilla, also known as Abdullah al Muhajir, from custody of the Justice Department to the Defense Department.

Mr. Ashcroft, meeting in Budapest on Tuesday with justice officials, said Mr. Padilla's detention was "the right course of action."

Mr. Padilla's capture was disclosed Monday, before a federal court hearing in New York to determine whether the Justice Department could continue holding him. At that Tuesday hearing, the judge hinted that questions over the propriety of Justice officials' holding Mr. Padilla were moot, since Mr. Padilla already had been turned over to the Defense Department.

Mr. Padilla's lawyer, Donna R. Newman, said outside court that he denied the government's allegations. She also indicated she will appeal the decision to place Mr. Padilla in military custody.

Government lawyers said Tuesday that under a 1942 Supreme Court ruling, even Americans who fight against the United States are subject to military courts - but only if they enter the country. The court's decision, from six decades ago, focused on "armed prowlers" who blow up bridges or cut telegraph wires.

Dirty bombs, such as Mr. Padilla is accused of plotting to set off in the United States, combine traditional explosives with radioactive material. Such a weapon would not create a nuclear explosion, but could release small amounts of radiation over parts of a city.
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HEADLINE: Associate of 'dirty-bomb' suspect reported in custody outside U.S.

SOURCE: Associated Press

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
At least one associate of Jose Padilla, who is accused of plotting to detonate a radioactive weapon in the United States, has been taken into custody and is being questioned in a foreign country, a U.S. official said yesterday.

The associate worked with Padilla, an American, on researching "dirty bombs" in Lahore, Pakistan, said the official, speaking on condition of anonymity. The official said the second person is not an American but declined to name the associate or the country where the questioning is being conducted.

In Islamabad, Pakistan, a senior Pakistani intelligence official said Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed is being held and questioned by FBI agents for his connection to Padilla. The official did not know Mohammed's nationality.

The U.S. official discussing the Padilla case said he was unaware of a "Benjamin Ahmed Mohammed" being interrogated.

Padilla, 31, was arrested in Chicago May 8 and has been held since without charge as an "enemy combatant."

Before his arrest, Padilla left Pakistan in early April and briefly went to Zurich, Switzerland, before heading to Cairo, the U.S. official said.
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HEADLINE: Straw faces MPs over claims MI6 delivered suspect for torture 

BY: Colin Brown, Deputy Political Editor

SOURCE: The Independent


BY- LINE: Allegations that MI6 handed over a former London student to the CIA for "extraordinary rendition" and torture will be raised tomorrow by MPs with Jack Straw, the Foreign Secretary. 

LENGTH: 553 words
BODY: A horrific and graphic account of abuse, sleep deprivation and torture has been given to lawyers by Benyam Mohammed al-Habashi, 27, who claims he was handed to the CIA by MI6 officers after being arrested in Pakistan while trying to board a flight in Karachi on a false passport.
Mr Habashi, an Ethiopian who claimed asylum in Britain, says he was taken to CIA detention centres and subjected to systematic torture by Americans who claimed he was part of a plot to set off a nuclear "dirty bomb" in America. He said he was interrogated for 18 months in a Moroccan prison, and had his penis cut with a scalpel. He also claims he was chained to a wall for days, chained to the floor in a pitch-dark cell in Kabul, and turned into a heroin addict.

His lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, believes he could be the first British resident to become a victim of extraordinary rendition by the US. Mr Stafford Smith said: "There is no doubt that Benyam was rendered and tortured in a most savage and barbaric way."

He is facing trial before a military court at Guantánamo Bay - the US detention centre in Cuba - and could be jailed for life, but no date has been set for his hearing. Mr Straw and other ministers have given assurances that Britain does not condone torture and the intelligence services are not involved in torturing prisoners. The Law Lords last week ruled that evidence obtained using torture was inadmissable in British courts.

MPs on the Commons Foreign Affairs Committee who are investigating the reports of more than 400 flights by CIA planes in and out of Britain will raise the case with Mr Straw when they take further evidence from the Foreign Secretary. "This does need to be looked at and it will be raised," said a Labour member of the committee.

Mr Habashi, from Notting Hill, London, was stopped at the airport en route for London on 10 April, 2002 when he was spotted using a passport he says he borrowed from a friend "to go travelling". British intelligence officers, believed to be from MI6, were allowed to see him in a prison in Pakistan.

He told his lawyer he was taken to a military airfield and handed over to the Americans who flew him to Rabat, Morocco, on 22 July 2002, where he was held until being moved by the CIA to Afghanistan on 22 January 2004. Mr Stafford Smith believes the British were cooperating with the Moroccans. While in the prison, an interrogator told Mr Habashi: "We have been working with the British and we have photos of people given to us by MI5.''

He was flown by the CIA to Kabul, Afghanistan on 22 January 2004 for more interrogation and transferred on 18 September, 2004 to Guantánamo Bay where he has been held for over a year.

The indictment against him says he trained at terrorist camps in Afghanistan and in Karachi met Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the al-Q'aida architect of the 11 September attacks on New York, who gave him a "mission" to blow up New York apartment blocks. He admits to going to Afghanistan but denies being involved in terrorism. Al-Q'aida is said to train its followers to make false allegations of torture if captured. 
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Allegations that MI6 handed over a former London student to the CIA for "extraordinary rendition" and torture will be raised omorrow by MPs with Jack Straw, the Foreign Secretary. 

A horrific and graphic account of abuse, sleep deprivation and torture has been given to lawyers by Benyam Mohammed al-Habashi, 27, who claims he was handed to the CIA by MI6 officers after being arrested in Pakistan while trying to board a flight in Karachi on a false passport.

Mr Habashi, an Ethiopian who claimed asylum in Britain, says he was taken to CIA detention centres and subjected to systematic torture by Americans who claimed he was part of a plot to set off a nuclear "dirty bomb" in America. He said he was interrogated for 18 months in a Moroccan prison, and had his penis cut with a scalpel. He also claims he was chained to a wall for days, chained to the floor in a pitch-dark cell in Kabul, and turned into a heroin adcict.

His lawyer, Clive Stafford Smith, believes he could be the first British resident to become a victim of extraordinary rendition by the US. Mr Stafford Smith said: "There is no doubt that Benyam was rendered and tortured in a most savage and barbaric way."

He is facing trial before a military court at Guantanamo Bay - the US detention centre in Cuba - and could be jailed for life, but no date has been set for his hearing. Mr Straw and other ministers have given assurances that Britain does not condone torture and the intelligence services are not involved in torturing prisoners. The Law Lords last week ruled that evidence obtained using torture was inadmissable in British courts.

MPs on the Commons Foreign Affairs Committee who are investigating the reports of more than 400 flights by CIA planes in and out of Britain will raise the case with Mr Straw when they take further evidence from the Foreign Secretary. "This does need to be looked at and it will be raised," said a Labour member of the committee.

Mr Habashi, from Notting Hill, London, was stopped at the airport en route for London on 10 April, 2002 when he was spotted using a passport he says he borrowed from a friend "to go travelling". British intelligence officers, believed to be from MI6, were allowed to see him in a prison in Pakistan.

He told his lawyer he was taken to a military airfield and handed over to the Americans who flew him to Rabat, Morocco, on 22 July 2002, where he was held until being moved by the CIA to Afghanistan on 22 January 2004. Mr Stafford Smith believes the British were cooperating with the Moroccans. While in the prison, an interrogator told Mr Habashi: "We have been working with the British and we have photos of people given to us by MI5.''

He was flown by the CIA to Kabul, Afghanistan on 22 January 2004 for more interrogation and transferred on 18 September, 2004 to Guantanamo Bay where he has been held for over a year.

The indictment against him says he trained at terrorist camps in Afghanistan and in Karachi met Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the al-Q'aida architect of the 11 September attacks on New York, who gave him a "mission" to blow up New York apartment blocks. He admits to going to Afghanistan but denies being involved in terrorism. Al-Q'aida is said to train its followers to make false allegations of torture if captured. 
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