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All Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

House of Commons

APPG Extraordinary Rendition delegation to Washington and New York

4th – 7th December 2006

1. Objectives:

To meet with key figures in the US administration, relevant members of the Senate, Congress, and their staff.  In addition, to meet non governmental organisations, lawyers and academics working on rendition.
During these meetings, the APPG sought to learn about current issues connected to rendition from a US perspective.  The APPG also hoped to forge links with relevant actors to strengthen its future work and facilitate collaboration.

The message the APPG hoped to convey was to clearly express the concern about rendition which is felt in the UK and encourage the US to end the policy.  The APPG also hoped to encourage relevant Congressional and Senatorial committees to undertaken investigations into rendition, and offer them support in that endeavour.  Finally, the APPG sought to garner support for, and seek views on, proposed legislative reform / new administrative measures, to address rendition in the UK, Europe and the US.

2. Members of the APPG delegation:

· Andrew Tyrie MP (Chairman)

· Norman Lamb MP (Vice Chairman)

· Mark Pallis (Specialist Adviser)

3.  Who APPG met:
· Simon Mustard, Counter Terrorism Officer, UK Embassy Washington DC

· Jon Benjamin, Former head, Human Rights Policy Department FCO, now Acting Consul General, UK Consulate New York

· John Bellinger, Legal Adviser to State Department

· Sandra Hodgkinson, Deputy, Office of War Crimes

· Juan Zarate, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Adviser for Combating Terrorism

· Dana Priest, Journalist, Washington Post

· Guy Dinmore, Journalist, FT

· Various staffers to Senators and Congressmen

· Congressman Jim Moran

· Congressman John Conyers Jr

· Various Academics and Human Rights Groups
· Brent Mickum, Lawyer

4. Evaluation of objectives 
Note: The meetings were held on the basis that the delegation would make public the points which it raised, but would treat the opinions expressed by those with whom it met as confidential, unless it was agreed otherwise.

Learn about current issues connected to rendition in the US

Considerable useful information was obtained from the meetings, which enriched the delegates’ understanding of US views on rendition and related issues and will inform the future work of the APPG.

What the APPG found out:
Administration

· There was some willingness on the part of the administration to admit that, with hindsight, there had been an overreaction after September 11th 2001.
· That there had been a watershed moment in December 2006 when President Bush admitted to the operations of the secret detention facilities and that this should be recognised as signalling a willingness on the part of the US to open up discussion on detainee issues.
· There was a strong perception that States which call for the closure of Guantanamo should also assist in finding solutions for the relocation and release of those detainees who are no longer deemed necessary to hold. 
Senate and Congress
· There was a recognition of the fact that extraordinary rendition was counter productive in terms of counter terrorism.

· There was a willingness to use Senate and Congressional Committees to look into issues related to rendition.

· There was recognition that Senate and Congress were in a position to obtain new information about the extent to which allies had co-operated with the US in its rendition policy, and that this was a worthwhile avenue of investigation.
NGOs, lawyers, academics

· There had been a number of attempts to bring legal challenges against rendition and detention, and that these would continue.

· The view was expressed that the pressure to end rendition had come, in part, from the CIA operatives involved in the practice, who were becoming reluctant to expose themselves to possible criminal sanction.

What the APPG said:
The delegates strongly expressed a number of points, including the following:
· The practice of extraordinary rendition was making the US and the West less secure.

· The use of torture was morally wrong.

· The US should not operate secret detention and interrogation facilities but should bring suspects to trial for their offences.

Encourage relevant Congressional and Senatorial committees to undertaken investigations into rendition, and offer them support in that endeavour

· The delegates were heartened by the expressions of willingness to undertake investigations into rendition.

· Support was offered, and the APPG was advised to make written representations to the relevant committees.

· Good links were made and in the future, there will be greater sharing of information and analysis.

Forge links with relevant actors to strengthen the APPG’s future work and facilitate collaboration

· The APPG made a number of useful contacts. It undertook to maintain these relations and further them with future collaboration. 

Garner support for, and seek views on, proposed legislative reform / new administrative measures, to address rendition in the UK, Europe and the US

· The draft proposed ‘measures to address rendition’, prepared by Mark Pallis for possible promulgation by the APPG, were discussed by the participants at the New York University roundtable discussion.  Broad support was expressed for the measures and it was agreed to establish a working group to add detail to the proposal. 
5. Follow up

· Write to the following Committees in the House and Senate: Intelligence, Foreign Relations, Judiciary.
· Write to Nancy Pelosi

· Write to Condoleezza Rice

· Start working group on legislative reform and take forward proposal

· Follow up on new information about possible holding of prisoners on Diego Garcia

· Produce a dossier of information collected by the APPG on its website as a source document on rendition.
6. Costs

· Total cost of visit to APPG: £2805.99, including all transport, hotels and other costs for the three delegates for four days. The breakdown of funds was as follows: 

· Accommodation = £1387; 

· Transport and travel = £1100.92; 

· Refreshments, gifts, telephone calls and other expenses = £318.07
· Andrew Tyrie and Norman Lamb part funded the trip from other sources. £2805.99 paid for with funds in APPG account, these funds have been declared and a copy of the register is available online. 
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3. Itinerary:

	Date
	Time 
	Event 

	Saturday 2nd Dec
	1900
	Andrew Tyrie supper with Brent Mickum, lawyer to several British residents in Guantanamo.



	Sunday 3rd Dec
	2100
	Andrew Tyrie, Norman lamb and Mark Pallis planning chat


	Monday 4th Dec
	1000-1130
	Briefing from Simon Mustard, Counter Terrorism Officer, UK Embassy Washington DC.



	
	1300 - 1400


	John Bellinger Legal Adviser to State Department 



	
	1415 - 1515
	Sandra Hodgkinson, Deputy, Office of War Crimes Issues. Detainee Issues specialist. (Deputy to Ambassador Williamson (War Crimes))



	
	1630-1745       
	Juan Zarate, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy National Security Advisor for Combating Terrorism


	
	1800
	Meet Dana Priest – Journalist from Washington Post (won Pulitzer prize for Rendition story)



	
	1930
	Supper with Mieke Eoyang, Foreign Affairs Adviser to Senator Edward Kennedy.


	Tuesday 5th Dec
	1015-1100

	Roundtable meeting with group of Senate staffers: Julie Katzman (Senator Leahy); Laura Flint (Senator Feingold); Margaret Whiting (Senator Feingold); Daniel Miller (Senate Foreign Relations Cttee); Rebecca Freedman (Senator Dodd); David Kronig (Senator Dodd); Joshua Blumenfeld (Senator Dodd)



	
	1300 - 1430
	Lunch with Brent Mickum, lawyer.

	
	1500-1600
	Meeting with Congressman Jim Moran and his Chief of Staff Phil Sunderland. 



	
	1605 – 1700

 
	Meeting with Congressman John Conyers Jnr.  + staffers + staffers from House Judiciary Committee. 


	
	1715 – 

1800


	Meet legislative assistant to Congressman Markey



	
	1900
	Supper with Guy Dinmore, FT Journalist 


	
	1900
	Mark train to New York


	Wednesday 6th Dec
	0800
	Andrew Tyrie Interview with ‘Democracy Now’ prime time morning TV and radio show 15 minutes.



	
	0900
	Mark Pallis attends New York University round table discussion with NGOs, lawyers and academics, specialising in Rendition.  Organisations represented:

· American Civil Liberties Union

· Amnesty International 

· Brennan Centre for Justice, New York University

· Centre for Constitutional Rights

· Centre for Human Rights and Global Justice, New York University

· Columbia University School of Law

· Council of Europe

· Human Rights First

· Human Rights Watch

· Institute for International Law and Justice, New York University

· Interights

· Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe

· Reprieve

· UN (attending in personal capacity)

· World Organisation for Human Rights USA



	
	1000
	Norman Lamb meet Staff from Office of Senator Rockefeller: Andrew Johnson (Staff Director, Senate Intelligence Cttee); Melvin Dubee (Deputy Staff Director, Intelligence Cttee).



	
	1200 - 1800 

	AT and NL Travel to New York and join Mark Pallis at meeting.

	
	1900 - 2000 

	Attend reception at NYU

	
	2000
	Supper with Directors and Staff from New York University Centre for Human Rights and Global Justice.



	Thursday 7th 
	0800
	Meet Jon Benjamin, Former Head, Human Rights Policy Department Foreign and Commonwealth Office. Now acting Consul General, UK Consulate in New York.

 

	
	12.30
	Mark Pallis – Lecture to new York University Students: ‘Rendition and what you can do about it’



	
	1400
	End of visit




Appendix 2
Democracy Now Interview with Andrew Tyrie (source http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=06/12/06/1429257&mode=thread&tid=25 )
Wednesday, December 6th, 2006
Conservative British MP in U.S. to Challenge Extraordinary Rendition; 3,000 Published Flight Logs Expose New CIA Rendition Activities





A conservative British member of parliament arrived in the United States this week to meet with U.S. lawmakers and challenge the practice of extraordinary rendition. We speak with Tory MP Andrew Tyrie as well as with Stephen Grey, the award-winning investigative journalist who first exposed the secret rendition program. He has just published more than 3,000 flight logs of suspected CIA operated planes on his website. [includes rush transcript] 



Italian prosecutors have asked a judge to indict twenty-six CIA agents accused of kidnapping an Egyptian Muslim cleric in Milan in 2003 and sending him to Egypt. Osama Mustafa Hassan, or Abu Omar, has claimed he was tortured in detention in Egypt after his abduction in Italy. 

Those named in the request include former CIA station chiefs in Rome and Milan. Prosecutors also asked the judge to indict Italian agents over the case. If a trial is ordered, it would be the first criminal prosecution in the world over the US practice known as extraordinary rendition. 

The news comes a week after a new report by the European Parliament concluded eleven European countries "cooperated actively or passively" in extraordinary rendition. The investigation found more than twelve hundred CIA flights went through European airspace or landed at one of its airports. 

This week a conservative British member of parliament arrived in the United States to meet with US lawmakers and challenge the practice of extraordinary rendition. Andrew Tyrie is a Tory MP and chairman of All Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition. He joins us from Washington DC. And on the line from London is Stephen Grey, the award-winning investigative journalist first exposed the secret rendition program back in 2004. His new book is "Ghost Plane: The True Story of the CIA Torture Program." He has just published more than 3,000 flight logs of suspected CIA operated planes on his website. 

· Andrew Tyrie , member of British parliament. He is a Tory MP and chairman of All Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition. 

· Stephen Grey, an award-winning investigative journalist who has contributed to The New York Times, Newsweek, The Atlantic Monthly and many other publications. He first exposed the secret rendition program back in 2004. His new book is "Ghost Plane: The True Story of the CIA Torture Program." 
Website: Ghostplane.net.



RUSH TRANSCRIPT 

This transcript is available free of charge. However, donations help us provide closed captioning for the deaf and hard of hearing on our TV broadcast. Thank you for your generous contribution. 
Donate - $25, $50, $100, more...
AMY GOODMAN: Andrew Tyrie is a Tory MP and chairman of All [Party] Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition. He joins us from Washington, D.C. And on the line from London is Stephen Grey. The award-winning investigative journalist first exposed the secret rendition program back in 2004. His new book is called Ghost Plane: The True Story of the CIA Torture Program. He has just published more than 3,000 flight logs of suspected CIA-operated planes on his website. We welcome you both to Democracy Now! 

Andrew Tyrie, let's begin with you. Why are you here in the United States? 

ANDREW TYRIE: I’m in the United States to put the case to the administration and to Congress that going ahead with this program, as it appears the Americans have been in the past, is not in America’s interest. It’s not in the West’s interest. And we’ve got to bring it to a halt. It’s not making us safer. It’s making us less safe. It’s alienating large sections of moderate Muslim opinion around the world. 

And I’m not even sure the information that’s being collected in this way is of any practical use against the war on terror. If it is, we should be told that it is, absolutely straight. That should be explained to our politicians, and then we should change the law to legalize this practice. I believe there’s absolutely no stomach for doing that. And therefore, we'd better try and stick to the law. 

AMY GOODMAN: Who exactly have you met with in Washington? 

ANDREW TYRIE: I’ve been meeting with people in the administration, John Bellinger, Juan Zarate in the NSC, and a number of other people in the administration, putting this case to them. And what I get back from them is, I think -- and I’m not attributing this to any individual person -- but a recognition that maybe there was an overreaction after September the 11th. Totally understandable. But mistakes have been made, and now we’ve got to recover from those mistakes. 

And that means clarifying what’s really gone on, having a congressional committee to inquire into this. We’ve got a committee inquiring into this in the United Kingdom at the moment. And then, once we’ve found out what’s going on, draw a line and say we’ve made some mistakes, we’re not going to make those mistakes again. That way, we can win back the confidence of our own domestic publics in Europe, and we can also start to win the battle of ideas with moderate Muslims around the world, because that’s the only way we’re going to win this battle against terrorism. 

AMY GOODMAN: Juan Zarate is the Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing? 

ANDREW TYRIE: Yes, he’s the Deputy National Security Advisor on Terrorism and an assistant to the President and very close to these issues. 

AMY GOODMAN: In Treasury. Also, State Department official John Bellinger. Congress members? 

ANDREW TYRIE: I’ve seen Jim Moran and John Conyers and spoken to a good number of staffers from senators' offices. It's clear that on the Hill there’s also widespread concern about these issues, and I’m confident that at least one, if not more than one, congressional inquiries are going to be set up into this. And what we’re going to have, as a consequence, is parallel inquiries taking place in various countries in Europe, as well as on Capitol Hill. And I think between the two of them, I hope we can get to the bottom of this. 

AMY GOODMAN: Congressmember Conyers, very significant, is the incoming chair of the Judiciary Committee. Did he say he will be holding hearings on extraordinary rendition? 

ANDREW TYRIE: I think he’ll speak for himself. I can only tell you what -- and I’m only happy to tell you what I told him. It’s absolutely clear in my conversation with him that he’s deeply concerned about these issues and that he recognizes what we're trying to achieve in our parliament and that he sees every advantage in working together, as I do, to make sure we get to the bottom of this. 

I’d just like to say one more thing. I am a British conservative MP. I don’t want to be soft on terror. I want to make our countries as secure as possible. I’m an Atlanticist. I want to work with the United States. I’ve always believed that’s the way to make a secure, strong Atlantic alliance. I’m very pro-American. 

But I am confident that some big mistakes have been made, and now we’ve got to admit them and put them right. There’s even bigger ones being made in Iraq, but there are some big mistakes being made here: the dark sites at Guantanamo Bay, extraordinary rendition. All of these things have been very counterproductive for dealing with terror, and we’ve got to reverse those policies, as I think quietly some in the administration are beginning already to acknowledge. 

AMY GOODMAN: We’re talking to Andrew Tyrie, a conservative member, a Tory member of the British Parliament. He’s in D.C. right now meeting with Bush administration officials and Congress members. 

We're also joined by Stephen Grey, on the line, award-winning investigative journalist, has contributed to the New York Times and Newsweek, the Atlantic Monthly and many other publications; has set up a new website called ghostplane.net. Ghost Plane is also the name of his new book, Ghost Plane: The True Story of the CIA Torture Program. But on this website, Stephen Grey, you have posted more than 3,000 flight logs of suspected CIA-operated planes. Can you talk about the latest information, since we last spoke to you, that you have gathered? 

STEPHEN GREY: That’s right. I’ve been sitting on this information for quite some time, pouring over it. And I used these flight logs, these thousands of routes taken by CIA planes since September 11th, to help me with the research for the book I wrote and all of the work I’ve done on rendition. 

But I thought it was time to put that stuff out in the public domain for two reasons. First of all, to be absolutely clear, to deal with any critics who said, “Well, how can you show these planes really are CIA planes? How can you prove what you’ve said?” Since we last spoke, I think I said to you, I named a company involved, Aero Contractors in North Carolina, as being at the center of a CIA plane operation. 

AMY GOODMAN: That’s “Aero”? 

STEPHEN GREY: That's right. And I mentioned it on the program last time, and that company issued a statement to the local newspaper, saying I was clutching at straws saying they were the CIA. Well, I thought that by publishing the information, it makes absolutely clear, when you see all the operations and places these planes have been to at crucial moments, these are US government planes operating for the CIA. And I think that’s very important, because at this time there are no -- the US government has acknowledged that the rendition program does exist, but it’s actually acknowledged no individual rendition. 

That means that people like Khaled el-Masri, you’ve heard from, the German citizen kidnapped in Macedonia, taken to Afghanistan to a secret prison there, people like Maher Arar, the Canadian taken from New York to Syria, all these people that are claiming some justice, some explanation or compensation, are being told they can’t get any answers because it’s a state secret. So, by publishing these proofs in the form of these flight logs, I’m showing that it’s very, very clear. It’s not a state secret. It’s not secret information. It’s absolutely clear that it was the CIA that was responsible for the transfer of people under this rendition program and for these specific cases. 

And if I may, there’s a second reason, as well, for publishing this information, which is -- it touches on what Mr. Tyrie was just saying about drawing a line under things -- you know, we can’t draw a line under this whole program until we find out what’s happened to all the hundreds -- in fact, thousands -- of people that have actually disappeared in this whole program. And that goes beyond what I was talking to you about before, because there have been more than 5,000 -- in fact, 10,000 prisoners that were processed by the United States in Afghanistan after September 11th. And we don’t know what’s happened to all these people. We know that many, many people have disappeared. We know about 700 were sent to Guantanamo. We know that several hundred were rendered. But the rest of them, you know, we can’t be sure what’s happened to them. And I wanted to publish as much information as possible showing the movement of these planes to see if we can try and pin down the fate of some people that have disappeared. Because I think unless we actually show what we’ve done with people, we can’t really draw a line under this whole issue. 

AMY GOODMAN: Stephen Grey, you mentioned Aero. What about other companies? 

STEPHEN GREY: Well, Aero Contractors is the company that has been the real operators of a lot of these planes. There’s another company down in Florida called Tepper Aviation, which has been, you know, for quite a long time worked with the CIA. They’ve also used cover names as they’ve traveled around. One is called Stevens Express Leasing, and that’s based out of Memphis, Tennessee. Another was Premier Executive Transport of Massachusetts. 

And the other thing that’s come up since we spoke last, I think, is it’s been clear that they made use of a perfectly normal, but interesting, subsidiary of Boeing called Jeppesen Data Plan, which is based out in San Jose in California. And they’re involved in planning the movement of private jets around the world, and it's quite clear from telegrams that I got hold of, which are published also on that website, you can see how they were responsible for organizing the movement of these planes in a particular rendition, the rendition of Khaled el-Masri. 

Now, these people -- I have no information they knew that they were being involved or that they were actually organizing a rendition when they took instructions from the CIA to do these things. But, clearly, they’re going to be very, very interesting witnesses for these congressional inquiries to look at, because these are private citizens who may have a lot of information about what these planes have been up to. 

AMY GOODMAN: And the transport, Stephen Grey, of the interrogators from site to site? 

STEPHEN GREY: Yes, well, you can see that in these flight logs. They don’t just show the transfer of prisoners, but you can see every time there’s a key detainee picked up around the world, there’s a plane takes off from Washington straight to that location, or to where we think they’ve taken this prisoner, including flights to -- there’s a flight there to Diego Garcia, for example, which is new. And that’s in the Indian Ocean and long denied as a place where they hold prisoners. But you can see every time that someone’s taken, including Saddam Hussein, a plane takes off, taking interrogators. 

And there was even a claim by a detainee in Guantanamo that he was questioned by agents of the Libyan secret police in Guantanamo. Again, you might not believe it, but there was a flight from Libya to Guantanamo just at the time when he said that this had happened, so, in other words, suggesting it’s true, that they actually flew interrogators from Libya to take part in interrogations in Guantanamo. 

AMY GOODMAN: We are talking to award-winning journalist Stephen Grey. His new book is Ghost Plane. Andrew Tyrie, what about holding corporations responsible? I know there’s going to be a news conference that will be held in North Carolina by the ACLU that is setting up a petition to Governor Easley calling for an investigation into the Aero Contractors, which is based in North Carolina, also named in the ACLU lawsuit of Khaled el-Masri. What about companies like Boeing and Aero? 

ANDREW TYRIE: I think all those who have been involved in this, if they’ve broken the law, we need to investigate that, get to the bottom of it, and if necessary, prosecute. But I think it's very important that we get to the bottom of those who are actually responsible for authorizing the policy. And that is almost certain to be very senior people in the administration and in, perhaps, collaborating in other countries around the world. 

I want to add one other point, that while we have an administration that appears to be in a state of denial about this, it is natural that more and more lurid allegations of terrible things having happened will just escalate. It’s only by an investigation and by getting to the truth that we can start to provide reassurance to people. 

The public, quite understandably, say, well, if someone’s out there who means us harm, we’d better do something about it. Yes, and if necessary, we have to change the law to make sure we have the powers to do something about it. But doing things illegally, doing things behind a curtain, that’s no way for a democracy to operate. The truth will out on this. It’s our job as the media and as politicians -- and I salute Stephen Grey's investigative work -- to help get to the bottom of this and make sure that we can draw a line on it and move on. 

AMY GOODMAN: Andrew Tyrie, finally, the Italian prosecutors asking a judge to indict 26 CIA agents accused of kidnapping an Egyptian Muslim cleric in Milan in 2003. Are we going to be seeing more prosecutions, possibility of prosecutions, possibly even in Britain? 

ANDREW TYRIE: Yes, I think that the next stage in all this is going to be a series of lawsuits of one type or another, and possibly prosecutions, because, almost certainly, laws have been broken, and those laws will now be used to get to the bottom of what’s happened. 

It’s also worth pointing out that, although there are some very nasty people in Guantanamo Bay that we’ve got to make sure stay secure there and find legal processes to ensure that, there are also a large number of people there who are innocent and who have had their lives completely wrecked. When they come out, hopefully they haven’t been radicalized by the experience they have had. When they come out, many of them are going to seek justice by one means or another. Many of the people who have been rendered, too, they will bring lawsuits. They will find ways of getting to the bottom of this and providing sunlight. Sunlight will be the best disinfectant for all this. We need more of it. We need Congress, now that we have these investigations taking place and parallel investigations in Europe, to undertake that process of providing more sunlight to all this and create the conditions in which we can restore public confidence in the way the war on terror is being conducted. 

AMY GOODMAN: Andrew Tyrie, I want to thank you for being with us. 

ANDREW TYRIE: Thank you. 

AMY GOODMAN: A British member of Parliament, Tory MP, chair of the All [Party] Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition. He’s in Washington, D.C., asking questions about the practice. Stephen Grey is on the line with us from Britain, award-winning investigative journalist. His book is called Ghost Plane. 

To purchase an audio or video copy of this entire program, click here for our new online ordering or call 1 (888) 999-3877.
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