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I am writing in my role as Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on
Extraordinary Rendition, following the Foreign Secretary’s Terrorist Suspects
(Renditions) Statement on 21 February 2008'. I welcome the review of
rendition flights through Scottish airports that the Scottish Executive has
announced. [ await Cabinet Secretary for Justice Kenny MacAskill’s
conclusion with interest. As you know, there is much circumstantial evidence
that Scottish airports and airspace may have been used in the US rendition
programme.

Alleged Involvement of Scottish Térritory and Airspace

There have been repeated allegations that the US has used Scottish airspace and
airports in its rendition programme. These allegations are based on the reports
of UK Parliamentary Committees’, international organisations’, and NGOs".

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe described a global
‘spiders web’ of rendition flights in which Prestwick airport acted as a
“stopover point” used to refuel’. In the course of the Council of Europe’s
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enquiries Angus Robertson MP submitted “a detailed report of numerous
suspect movements of aircraft transiting through Scotland” to rapporteur Dick
Marty®. The Report listed CIA flights that had allegedly operated through
Scottish airports at Prestwick, Glasgow and Edinburgh, including a plane with
registration N379P, which has been linked to rendition flights in the past’.

The Foreign Affairs Committee in its First Report of 2005- 06 quoted a
Guardian report of 12 September 2005, stating that Prestwick and Glasgow are
the favourite UK destinations of CIA aircraft involved in rendition operations,
with 75 and 74 flights respectively®. The Intelligence and Security Committee
Report into Rendition, published on 25 July 2007, named four specific ‘ghost
flights’ which had allegedly refueled at Prestwick airport following a rendition
operation’.

These allegations were not investigated by Strathclyde Police due to a lack of
evidence'®. Now some such evidence has been provided by the Forelgn
Secretary''. There is a clear duty to investigate credible allegations of torture'

The Position of the UK Government

The UK Government has repeatedly relied on US assurances on this issue'
Following the Foreign Secretary’s statement it is clear that these assurances are
unreliable. The Intelligence and Security Committee found “a lack of regard,
on the part of the U.S., for UK concerns'*”. The Committee continued:
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“[a]lthough the U.S. may take note of UK protests and concerns, this does not
appear materially to affect its strategy on rendition'>”.  Former Foreign
Secretary and current Chairman of the Intelligence and Security Committee
Margaret Beckett MP said on Sunday 24 Februa.rgr 2008 that “clearly there are
flaws in their [the United States’] record-keeping'

The Foreign Affairs Committee most recently examined the issue of rendition
in its Third Report of 2006-07. It stated: “it is arguable that refuelling an
aircraft immediately before or after its use in a rendition amounts to facilitating
rendition'””. It went on to recommend “that the Government ask the United
States administration to confirm whether aircraft used in rendition operations
have called at airfields in the United Kingdom or in the Overseas Territories en
route to or from a rendition and that it make a clear statement of its policy on
this practice'®”. The Government refused".

Your review can help shed some more light on this unacceptable practice and
thereby help bring it to an end. I would be grateful if you could pass on a copy
of this letter to the relevant authorities.

[ am placing this letter in the public domain.
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Chairman, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Extraordinary Rendition

Cc. Angus Robertson MP
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